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The college’s summer science camps
provide lessons on many levels,
certainly for the area children who
attend them but also for the cadre of
college students who teach them, like
senior education student Stephanie
Pasek of Tinley Park, Ill. (center),
gaining valuable experience in the process.
For students college-wide, the summer has presented
an opportunity to put lessons into action.
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receive more than one copy, please pass it
on to someone in your community. An
overlap of Hope College constituencies
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“Quote, unquote”

Q

uote, unquote is an eclectic
sampling of things said at and
about Hope College.
The 202nd General Synod of the
Reformed Church in America met on
campus on Thursday-Tuesday, June
5-10. Approximately 750 attended
the event, which convened in the
DeVos Fieldhouse.
The Rev. Dr. Carol Bechtel ’81 of
Holland, Mich., who is a professor of
Old Testament at Western Theological
Seminary, has been elected president
of General Synod for the coming year. Here are
excerpts from her remarks as president-elect.

“I’ve spent a lot of time in the Old Testament
over the years, and one of the things I’ve noticed
about prophetic call narratives is that the
prophet almost always resists a bit. While I’m
not ready to run out and buy a one way ticket to
Tarshish, I will admit to a fair amount of fear and
trepidation. That’s healthy, I think. (I talked to
veteran RCA servant Al Poppen the other day and
he said—‘Being president is one of the greatest
jobs you’ll ever have—and you’ll never want to
have it again!’) But then I think of Moses’ call
story, and I remember God’s reassurances to
him. As many of us heard in a sermon just this
morning, when Moses said, in essence, ‘I’m not
equal to this!’ God said ‘Bingo—you’re not…
but I will be with you. And what’s more, I’ll send
your brother Aaron to help you.’ So I get it, God,
and I pray that you will surround me with wise
brothers and sisters. And I pray that you will give
me the wit to listen and learn.
“So, I’m serious about that listening thing—
and from the job description we read earlier, that
is one of the most important functions of the
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Editor
Gregory S. Olgers ’87

General Synod president. I hope you’ll invite me
to your places of ministry and mission. I’ll take
as many of your invitations as I possibly can.
And since Western Theological Seminary has
generously given me second semester free for
this, I’ll be able to take a few more. Help me to
understand both your joys and your challenges.
And I will do my best to listen and learn and
love.
“Some presidents keep their cards fairly close
to their vest in terms of their agendas for their
time in office. And part of that is because their
‘agenda’ is formed by what they learn as they
travel around the church. I want to leave room
for the Spirit, certainly, but I think I can give you
some idea of what my interests and emphases
will be.
• “Those of you who know me will not
be at all surprised to hear that I’d like
to emphasize education. You’ve heard
the saying, ‘You are what you eat.’ Well,
there’s a sense in which we as a church
‘are what we learn.’ Our decisions are
shaped and influenced by the Spirit
working through our life-long immersion
in the Word—so we need to do as fine a
job of that as we possibly can.
• “Another thing I’d like to emphasize
is worship. Fred Harrell quoted Lesslie
Newbigin this morning, and I’d like to
follow suit. But I’d like to make so bold
as to tweak Newbigin a bit. He said, ‘The
church exists for mission as fire exists for
burning.’ Who could argue with that?
Not me—but I’d like to suggest that the
following is also true: That the church
exists for worship as fire exists for burning.
• “Finally, I’d like to work on your behalf on
the theme of reconciliation. We have been
reconciled to God in Christ. I’d like to
explore ways in which we can more fully
live out that reconciliation by being more
fully reconciled to/with each other. ”
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Events
ADMISSIONS
Campus Visits: The Admissions
Office is open from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays, and from
September through early June
is also open from 9 a.m. until
noon on Saturdays. Tours
and admissions interviews are
available during the summer
as well as the school year.
Appointments are recommended.
Visitation Days offer specific
programs for prospective students,
including transfers and high
school juniors and seniors. The
programs show students and their
parents a typical day in the life of
a Hope student.
The days for 2008-09 are:
Fri., Sept. 26 Fri., Nov. 21
Fri., Oct. 3
Fri., Jan. 19
Fri., Oct. 17
Fri., Jan. 30
Fri., Oct. 24
Fri., Feb. 16
Fri., Nov. 7
Fri., Feb. 27
Fri., Nov. 14
For further information about any
Admissions Office event, please
call (616) 395-7850, or toll free
1-800-968-7850; check on-line at
www.hope.edu/admissions; or write:
Hope College Admissions Office; 69
E. 10th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland,
MI; 49422-9000.

DANCE
dANCE pROjECt—ThursdaySaturday, Oct. 23-25
Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $7 for regular
admission and $5 for senior
citizens and students, and will
be available at the door.

DE PREE GALLERY
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THEATRE
Second Class—Thursday and
Saturday, Oct. 2 and 4, and
Wednesday-Saturday, Oct. 8-11
By Brad Slaight
DeWitt Center, main theatre, 		
8 p.m.

FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES
Please visit the college online at
www.hope.edu/athletics/fall.html
for schedules for the fall athletic
season, including cross country,
football, men’s and women’s golf,
men’s and women’s soccer, and
volleyball. Copies may be obtained
by calling (616) 395-7860.

GREAT PERFORMANCE SERIES
Taylor 2 Dance—Thursday-Friday,
Sept. 4-5: Knickerbocker Theatre,
7:30 p.m.
Synergy Brass Quintet—Friday,
Oct. 17: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
CityMusic Cleveland—Thursday,
Nov. 6: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Chuchito Valdes Quartet—Friday,
Jan. 16: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Aquila Theatre—Friday-Saturday,
Feb. 13-14: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Quartet San Francisco—Tuesday,
March 31: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

“Shell Games—The Work of Ken
Little”—Friday, Aug. 29-Sunday,
Oct. 5
“MSU American Indian
Heritage Pow Wow Portraits”—
Wednesday, Oct. 1-Friday, Oct. 31
(hallway gallery)
“Leadership: Oliphant Cartoons
and Sculpture from the Bush
Years”—Sunday, Oct. 19-Saturday,
Nov. 22

Tickets are $17 for regular
admission, $12 for senior citizens,
and $6 for children under 18 and
Hope students, and are available at
the ticket office in the front lobby of
the DeVos Fieldhouse. Season tickets
are also available for $58 for regular
admission, $47 for senior citizens
and $125 for families.

The gallery is open Mondays through
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sundays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Please call the gallery at (616)
395-7500 for more information.
Admission to the gallery is free.

For events with advance ticket
sales, the ticket office in the front
lobby of the DeVos Fieldhouse is
open weekdays from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and can be called at (616)
395-7890.
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TICKET SALES

Tickets are $7 for regular admission
and $4 for senior citizens and
students, and are available at the
ticket office in the front lobby of the
DeVos Fieldhouse.

MUSIC
Guest Artists—Monday, Sept. 15:
Sarah and Rachel Caswell, jazz
voice and jazz violin, Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of
Music, 7:30 p.m. Admission is
free.
Student Scholarship Recital—
Thursday, Sept. 18: recipients of
Hope Distinguished Artist Awards,
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 6 p.m.
Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Friday, Sept. 19:
Carlos de la Barrera, classical
guitarist, Knickerbocker Theatre,
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for
regular admission and $5 for
senior citizens and students.
Guest Artist—Monday, Sept.
22: Pipe Dreams Live, Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Wednesday, Oct.
1: Braddigan, independent rock
band, Knickerbocker Theatre, 7:30
p.m. Ticket information TBD.
Orchestra and Symphonette—
Friday, Oct. 3: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m. Admission is
free.
Wind Symphony—Monday, Oct.
6: Dimnent Memorial Chapel,
7:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Jazz Ensemble—Tuesday, Oct. 7:
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7:30
p.m. Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Wednesday, Oct. 8:
Fred Hersch, jazz pianist, Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of
Music, 7:30 p.m. Admission is free.

INSTANT INFORMATION
Updates on events, news and
athletics at Hope may be obtained
24 hours a day by calling (616)
395-7888. Updated information
concerning events is also available
online at www.hope.edu/pr/
events.html.

ALUMNI, PARENTS & FRIENDS
Community Day—Saturday, Sept. 6
Highlights will include a
picnic on campus and a 1:30
p.m. football game with
Illinois Wesleyan University.
Homecoming Weekend—FridaySunday, Oct. 3-5
Includes reunions for every
fifth class, ’88 through ’03.
Parents’ Weekend—FridaySunday, Nov. 7-9
For more information concerning the
above events, please call the Office
of Public and Community Relations
at (616) 395-7860 or the Office
of Alumni and Parent Relations at
(616) 395-7250 or visit the Alumni
Association Web site at: www.hope.
edu/alumni/.

TRADITIONAL EVENTS
Opening Convocation—Sunday,
Aug. 24
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 2
p.m.
The Pull—Saturday, Sept. 27
Black River, near U.S.
31 and M-21
Critical Issues
Symposium—TuesdayWednesday, Sept. 30-Oct. 1
Theme: “Global
Health: From
Catastrophe to Cure”
Nykerk Cup
Competition—Saturday,
Nov. 8, 7 p.m.
Christmas Vespers—SaturdaySunday, Dec. 6-7

JACK RIDL VISITING WRITERS SERIES
Thursday, Sept. 25—Anthony
Doerr, novelist
Monday, Oct. 27—Andy Mozina
and Ander Monson, GLCA
New Writers Award winners
The readings will be at the
Knickerbocker Theatre beginning
at 7 p.m. Live music by the Jazz
Chamber Ensemble will precede the
readings beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Admission is free.

Campus Scene
OPENING CONVOCATION: The
college’s 147th academic year will
begin formally with the college’s
Opening Convocation on Sunday,
Aug. 24, at 2 p.m. in the Richard
and Helen DeVos Fieldhouse.
The public is invited.
Admission is free.
The featured speaker will
be Dr. John Cox ’67, who is the
DuMez Professor of English at
Hope.
Residence halls for new students will
open on Friday, Aug. 22, at 10 a.m., with New
Student Orientation beginning later that day
and continuing through Monday, Aug. 25.
Residence halls for returning students will open
on Sunday, Aug. 24, at noon. Fall semester
classes will begin on Tuesday, Aug. 26, at 8 a.m.
Hope facilities will again be put to good
use, with the college expecting more than 800
incoming new students. Hope anticipates
that enrollment will top 3,100 for the fifth
consecutive year.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

LIVING CAMPUS: The results of multiple
renovations will greet students when they
arrive on campus this fall.
The most obvious will be ongoing, as
the restoration of Graves Hall continues.
The safety fencing went up around the
building shortly after graduation in May, and
construction is scheduled to continue through
2009. The college anticipates that the building
will be back in use with the spring 2010
semester.
Kollen Hall has received new energyefficient windows (replacing the 1956-era
originals) as well as new cosmetic treatments
and student furniture.
The President’s Home
has been extensively
redecorated inside, as well
as repainted outside and
reroofed, and Voorhees
Hall has also been
reroofed.
Major work has
also been taking place
underground. The City
of Holland is replacing
the sanitary sewer and
water lines under 12th
Street from Pine Avenue
to Fairbanks Avenue. Reuse lines being installed
at the same time will enable the college in
a few years to irrigate the campus in a more
environmentally friendly way than drawing
upon the system’s drinking water.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

SINGULAR
SUPPORT: Hope
has received a fifth
consecutive award
for student research
from the Arnold
and Mabel Beckman
Foundation of Irvine,
Calif., the only
college or university
in the nation to have
received continuous
support through the program since it started.
Hope is one of only 15 institutions
nationwide to receive a “Beckman Scholar
Award” for 2008. Hope also received awards
in 1998, the year that the program began, and
2000, 2002 and 2005.
The Beckman Scholars Program is an
invited program for accredited universities
and four-year colleges in the United States. It
provides scholarship support to select students
at the recipient institutions in chemistry,
biochemistry, and the biological and medical
sciences with an emphasis on sustained, indepth laboratory research experiences with
faculty mentors.
The $77,200 award to Hope will support
a total of four students across the next three
years as they conduct research with faculty
members full-time during two summers and
part-time during the intervening school year.
Pictured is this year’s Scholar, junior Shirley
Bradley of Pierson, Mich.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

INTERNATIONAL
JAZZ: Hope
music students
and faculty played
a prominent
role in a leading
international
cultural event this
summer.
The students of the college’s Jazz Chamber
Ensemble and faculty members Brian Coyle
and Steve Talaga performed and taught during
“The Big Hope,” a global youth congress held
at Liverpool Hope University in Liverpool,
England, on Wednesday-Wednesday, June
4-11. Nearly 600 student delegates from 55
nations took part in the event, which was
the university’s official contribution to the
year-long 2008 European Capital of Culture
celebration in Liverpool.
The Hope musicians visited the city and
participated in the event through the college’s
continuing exchange agreement with Liverpool
Hope University. Provost James Boelkins ’66
and Associate Provost Alfredo Gonzales also
attended as representatives of the college.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

NURSING INPUT SOUGHT: The Hope College
Department of Nursing is scheduled for a reaccreditation site visit by the Commission
on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)
in October. As part of the process, the
department invites alumni, college faculty
and staff, and other community members to
provide comments regarding the program’s
qualifications for accreditation. The CCNE
evaluation team will have access to the
written comments but at no time during the
review process are comments shared with the
department.
Written and signed comments will be
accepted by CCNE until Friday, Sept. 5, at the
following address: Commission on Collegiate
Nursing Education; Attention: Ms. LiAnn
Shepard, Accreditation Assistant; One Dupont
Circle, NW; Suite 530; Washington, DC
20036-1120

EMMYS AGAIN: Come
On Over!, the children’s
television program filmed
at Hope, has again won
multiple Michigan Emmy
awards.
Come On Over! won
five Emmy Awards from
The Michigan Chapter of
The National Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences on Saturday, June 7. Come On Over!
had won six Emmys the year before.
Come On Over! is the brainchild of Joel
Schoon Tanis ’89 of Holland, Mich., and the
creation of Enthusiastic Productions LLC. The
program features Schoon Tanis as a stay-athome artist with a great imagination, and is
set primarily in his backyard and studio—both
in the studio of the Martha Miller Center for
Global Communication.
The five Emmys are: “Craft SpecialtyMusical Composition/Arrangement,” Joel
Schoon Tanis ’89, Paul Chamness ’90 and Chad
Dykema ’90; “Craft Specialty-Research,” Adam
Mellema; “Graphic Arts-Animation,” Keith
Himebaugh ’96; “Graphic Arts-Set Design,” Bob
Phillips and Dave Lepore; and “On-Camera
Talent-Performer/Narrator,” Brandy McClendon.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

HOPE IN PICTURES: Please visit the college
online to enjoy extensive
photo galleries organized
by topic and chronicling
a variety of events in
the life of Hope. At
right is a moment from
“Images: A Reflection of
Cultures,” presented last
November.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/gallery

August 2008

5

Campus Profile

By Greg Olgers ’87

T

he summer provides a break from the intensity of the school year,
but that doesn’t mean that learning ends.
Instead, for many students the season provides a chance to live
their classroom lessons through internships and similar placements that
anticipate the careers for which they are preparing. This summer it’s a
typically varied mix, with Hope students’ roles ranging from teaching
children through campus programs, to crewing a television show, to
working in athletic training with the NFL, to conducting collaborative
faculty-student research.
The benefits of such experiences are so clear that Dr. Deborah Weiss
’75 Sturtevant of the social work faculty has even made involving students
in experiential learning a central focus of her teaching and research. She
has helped connect students with local service organizations and has
taken students abroad as she has conducted research in Europe, Latin
America and Asia. She has been working this summer, for example,
with junior Katherine Kelly of Midland, Mich., conducting research on
campus as well as in China, where they also participated in a professional
conference together.
“For me it’s about connecting the academic goals to experience—it’s
very much integrated,” she said. “The level of satisfaction for courses is
significantly higher for students that can connect experience to courses and
have a service component. They have more confidence in their classes.”
The Office of Career Services has found that some 92 percent of
graduating Hope seniors report having had some sort of experientiallearning opportunity while at the college, if not in the summer then
during the school year. As for the rest, the office is continually reaching
out and hopes that they will stop by to talk about their interests, because
the opportunities are out there, and the benefits too good to miss.
“The liberal arts education, combined with relevant, valuable,
experiential learning—whether it’s an internship or whether it’s research—
provides the best preparation in a challenging market,” said Dale Austin,
director of career services. “In a sense it’s liberal arts-plus. It’s the liberal
arts plus these experiences that are so helpful in a volatile market.”
(Continued on page eight)
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“The level of satisfaction for courses is
significantly higher for students that can
connect experience to courses and have
a service component. They have more
Summer interns Shanna Mack and Sarah Kibbey (inset, left-to-right; main photo,
right-to-left) zip through campus as they stay busy coordinating the dozens of
visiting conferences that meet on campus between May and August. Their work
experiences support their career interest in event planning. Even as the summer
offers a change of pace from the school-year routine, it offers many students
a unique opportunity to gain in-depth experience in their chosen fields. Such
hands-on learning opportunities, of course, aren’t limited to the summer alone.

confidence in their classes.”
– Dr. Deborah Weiss ‘75 Sturtevant,
		 professor of sociology and social work,
		 and chair of the department
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The pay-off can be quite direct. Sara
DeVries, associate director of career services,
noted that the most recent annual survey
by the National Association of Colleges and
Employers found that more than two thirds of
interns nationally receive a full-time offer to
work after graduation in the organization for
which they interned. Also according to the
survey, students who have held internships
earn on average 15 percent more when they
land their first job than those who haven’t.
College-wide, students’ placements happen
in many ways. The academic departments or
other Hope programs help with many, Career
Services assists with others, and some are lined
up by enterprising students on their own. Here
are the stories of an even dozen:
* Athletic training majors and seniors
Troy Blasius of Gaylord, Mich., and Tyler
Cortright of Jonesville, Mich., have both
been holding highly competitive internships
with National Football League teams. Blasius
has been working with the Detroit Lions, and
Cortright is in his second year with the Green
Bay Packers. They earned their placements
because of preparation that included not
only solid academics but a variety of applied
experiences including working with Hope

athletes through the college’s athletic training
program.
Each sees clear benefits as they look toward
the future.
“I am quickly learning that my profession
is multi-faceted and some of the certified
athletic trainers have their own niches that are
much different from others,” Blasius said. “It is
amazing how much I learn from just assisting
these professionals with their daily duties
serving the athletes.”
“The difference in the pros is that it all
moves faster than at any other level, so I
have learned to be prepared for anything and
everything,” Cortright said. “An opportunity
like this is hard to come by, and this type of
training will most definitely give me the edge
when I am ready to start my career.”

“Everything you do as a student
can apply to your future career,
you just have to open your eyes
and see what God is teaching you
through your experiences.”
– Ashley De Vecht ‘09
		 internship, Guideposts magazine

Senior Tyler Courtright is in his second summer
as an athletic training intern with the Green Bay
Packers, one of two students holding competitive
NFL placements. During the school year, he
works with Hope’s teams.
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* Senior Ashley DeVecht of Byron Center,
Mich., won a prestigious editorial internship
with Guideposts magazine in New York through
a program of the American Society of Magazine
Editors. The program chose only 37 students
for placements with national magazines located
in New York and Washington, D.C.
DeVecht, who has an English and
communication composite major, began
aiming for the internship as a freshman.
After consulting with Career Services, she
sought related experiences, becoming active
with the Anchor (she will be editor this year),
writing hometown news releases for the public
relations office and holding an internship last
year with Group Tour Magazine in Holland.
“Everything you do as a student can apply
to your future career, you just have to open
your eyes and see what God is teaching you
through your experiences,” she said. “I think
students need to think more creatively about
jobs that will not only earn them money or
credit, but also provide them with important
skills to get them to the next stepping stone on
the path to their career.”

Senior chemistry major Kristin Dittenhafer is among
the 138 students conducting collaborative research
with faculty in the sciences this summer. The
opportunity to gain such hands-on experience played
a significant role in her decision to attend Hope.
* Senior chemistry major Kristin Dittenhafer
of Midland, Mich., is spending her summer
working in the laboratory of Dr. Moses Lee.
One of three Hope students awarded Goldwater
Scholarships this spring, Dittenhafer is in her
second summer as a full-time researcher.
Her post-college goal is to conduct medically
related research. The opportunity to get solid
experience and training at Hope, where more
than 130 students conduct original research with
faculty members each summer, was important
when she made her college choice.
“I chose to come to Hope because I knew
of the strong undergraduate research program,
and I knew it was a unique opportunity that I
would not get other places,” she said. “I knew
that the things I learned and the experiences I
had were going to be really beneficial.”
* Seniors Patrick Feder of Grand Rapids,
Mich., and Michael Olson of Holland have
been working with Erik Alberg ’90 of the Hope
staff as part of the lighting crew for the Emmywinning children’s television program Come On
Over!, which is filmed at Hope.
“It’s a lot of fun to work on the show. The
cast is fun, the crew is fun and you learn a lot,”
said Feder, whose career interest is in theatrical
lighting and design. “It lets me apply the stuff
I’ve learned.”
Olson is a mechanical engineering major
who has found his interest steered toward the
technical side of theatre and lighting based on
school-year work with Alberg and Perry Landes
of the theatre faculty. He has appreciated the
opportunity to not only hone his skills but
broaden them.
“TV is such a different world than theatre,”
he said. “It’s really good to get that practical
experience if you’re going to be designing
something like this.”

* Hope’s Conference Services program
has offered internships for decades, hiring two
students each summer to coordinate the dozens
of outside conferences—totaling thousands
of guests—that meet on campus. For seniors
Sarah Kibbey of Maple City, Mich., and
Shanna Mack of Allegan, Mich., the positions
have been a perfect fit, since each is interested
in a career involving event planning.
“I really like the idea of coordinating
events and working with people. Hopefully
I’ll do something similar to this,” Kibbey said.
“I’ve learned a lot about how to ‘read’ people—
what you can do to make the situation better
depending on the person.”
“I love people and I really like to build
relationships. When I saw this internship
opportunity, I saw it as a chance to learn,”
Mack said. “It’s a really, really good thing to go
home at the end of the day and say, ‘I learned
how to do something serious.’”
* Sophomore Leo Martinez of Holland,
who plans to teach at the elementary level,
has similarly valued the lessons that he has
been learning as a classroom assistant with the
summer Children’s After School Achievement
(CASA) program at Hope.
“Everything I’ve learned in school I can
apply here,” he said. “I can see a lot of the
theories that I’ve learned, and all the kids are
fitting into it.”
* Senior Stephanie Pasek of Tinley Park,
Ill., who intends to teach high school biology,
has been adding to her program by working
with children through the college’s summer
science camps.

Sophomore Leo Martinez, who plans to teach at the
elementary level, has found serving as a classroom
assistant in the summer Children’s After School
Achievement program a valuable opportunity to
apply the lessons of the school year.

“It’s something I could do that I enjoy that
I want to pursue in my life, and is also giving
me more experience,” she said. “I think it’s
absolutely amazing.”
“It’s nice to know that I can control a
classroom of 20 kids,” she said. “I know what
I’m getting into.”
* Senior Melyn Tank of Midland has been
interning in the Grand Rapids, Mich., office of
Ernst & Young. As an accounting major she
is in a Hope program that has an extensive
history of helping connect students with
internship opportunities around the world, but
she has gained additional appreciation for them
through the three years that she has worked in
the Career Services office.
“Internships give you hands-on experience
so that you can decide whether or not that
career interests you,” she said. “In addition,
it gives you work-related experience to put on
a resume and something to talk about during
future interviews.”
“I am finding that most of the other Ernst
& Young interns are from bigger schools than
Hope. But the resources are there at Hope
as well,” she said. “You just have to take
advantage of them.”
* Sophomore Christine Worden of
Midland has spent her summer working in
the costume shop for Hope Summer Repertory
Theatre, including as assistant costume
designer for Kiss Me Kate.
She enrolled at Hope interested in
performing—and has had the opportunity to
do just that, landing the role of Josie in By
the Bog of Cats her first semester—but became
interested in costume work through her classes.
“I came to Hope with the intention of studying
for performance, and I want to continue to
work on that, but I’ve discovered that there are
a lot of areas that I could branch out,” she said.
“Costume design really stood out for me.”
In addition to HSRT, her opportunities
in costuming have included traveling to
Washington, D.C., in April with the college’s
production of Rose and the Rime, performed
at the Kennedy Center through the American
College Theatre Festival. Collectively, all of her
experiences demonstrate a quality that drew
her to Hope in the first place.
“Hope really was the place that stood out
to me as the place that I wanted to go,” she
said. “Because it was smaller, I knew I would
have more opportunities to get involved in
theatre even as a freshman.”
And where can it lead? Ryan VanderZwart
’97 appreciates the importance of internships

Sophomore theatre major Christine Worden became
interested in costume design through her academic
work and had a chance to pursue it full time this
summer with Hope Summer Repertory Theatre. She
was even assistant costume designer for Kiss Me
Kate, which opened the season in June.

from the perspective of both student and
employer. As an accounting major he held an
internship with LVZ Advisors in Holland, Mich.
Now he’s a partner in the company, and in turn
regularly hires Hope students as interns.
“It was a turning point in my life. It was
formative,” VanderZwart says of his internship
experience. “It was integral to where I am
today. It was the only way for me to combine
the accounting education and real-life
experience.”
The students with his firm handle
significant responsibility, managing the books
for the entire company, involved in aspects
of the business ranging from budgeting, to
payables to reconciliations. “It’s definitely a
mutually beneficial arrangement,” he said.
“We’re getting assistance in bookkeeping, and
they get some real-world experience.”
Beyond the skills and training that they
can gain, interns, VanderZwart notes, also have
the opportunity to demonstrate how much
they can offer to employers. “You can show
off your potential as much as you put into it,
and I’ve seen that time and time again with the
Hope students,” he said. “The quality and level
of the student that we’re getting—they pick
right up on the work because of the quality of
their education.”
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The Center for Faithful Leadership links academics and action in enabling students to study leadership,
serve as leaders and reflect on both experiences as they prepare for their post-Hope lives and careers. Here
director Dr. Steve VanderVeen meets at the center earlier this summer with (left to right) Brittnee Longwell,
Christina Tassoni and Kolleen Gierum.

By Greg Chandler

T

he challenge before students in Dr. Steve
VanderVeen’s leadership class was this:
organize a fundraising event for City on a Hill,
a ministry center set in a former hospital in
Zeeland, Mich., that was in need of a funding
boost.
It didn’t take long for the students to
develop an idea. They would put together a
holiday benefit dinner. But how?
“They had to figure out everything,” said
Dr. VanderVeen, professor of management at
Hope and director of the Center for Faithful
Leadership, a program that has been in
existence at the college since 2005.
“They went around town and got some
of the restaurants and coffee shops to donate
food and coffee.”
That wasn’t all. The students also
developed a promotional campaign, sold
tickets for the event, and got some of their
friends on campus to help out with serving the
dinner, setup and cleanup.
In the end, the dinner raised nearly $10,000.
“It gave us great visibility, right at the
beginning of December,” said Gary Ellens,
executive director at City on a Hill, which
houses a variety of ministries and nonprofit
organizations. “It got people thinking about
City on a Hill right as we moved toward
yearend.”

10

News From Hope College

In the process, the students not only
learned about carrying out a project from
beginning to end, but also something about
themselves and each other.
That’s part of the goal at the Center
for Faithful Leadership. Students learn that
leadership is not just a set of skills or a
position in an organization, but an extension
of themselves that can be developed and
applied in every situation, ranging from
business to family life.
“Leadership is making a positive and
significant difference by helping people meet
their need to make a positive and significant

“The best and most unique
part about these courses,
and Steve’s teaching style,
is that it is all wrapped
around what it means to be
a servant leader.”
– Brittnee Longwell ‘09

difference,” said Dr. VanderVeen, who came to
Hope in 2004 from Calvin College, where he
had taught marketing and management for 15
years.
He sees the center, located in the
Anderson-Werkman building on Eighth Street,
as a perfect fit for the college, where Christian
values and service are core to the educational
process.
“(The center) enhances education for
leadership and service in a global society
through academic and co-curricular activities,”
Dr. VanderVeen said.
Since last fall, the Center for Faithful
Leadership has implemented a minor
in organizational leadership practice,
a mentoring program that initiated 73
learning relationships, and leadership
roundtables for student leaders of co-curricular
activities. Students in the program cut
across the spectrum of majors at Hope, from
management to nursing to education.
“We try to help students discover what
their gifts are, what their passions are, and
the societal needs that tug at their hearts,” Dr.
VanderVeen said.
About 50 students enrolled last academic
year in an introductory leadership class, and
more than a dozen students have declared
leadership as their minor, Dr. VanderVeen said.

The Center for Faithful Leadership draws
its inspiration from several concepts – the idea
of authentic identity, as expressed by Gordon
Smith in his book Courage and Calling, the
idea of integrity, as voiced by Robert Quinn
in Change the World, and the idea of servant
leadership, as articulated by the late Robert
Greenleaf.
The center provides students with learning
opportunities that involve concrete experience,
reflective observation, abstract concepts and
active experimenting, with the goal of helping
students “grow in wisdom, seek their purpose
and develop dispositions toward becoming
inner-driven, purpose-centered, externallyopen and other-focused,” Dr. VanderVeen said.
Hope senior Brittnee Longwell, of
Zionsville, Ind., was among those students
who worked on the City on a Hill project. She
credits Dr. VanderVeen for his encouragement
of her leadership abilities.
“The best and most unique part about
these courses, and Prof. VanderVeen’s teaching
style, is that it is all wrapped around what
it means to be a servant leader,” Longwell
said. “It’s been a humbling experience and it
has opened my eyes to my true calling and
passions.
“He has definitely helped me to pave a
new path in my own, personal journey, which

has helped me understand what servant
leadership skills I possess and will use as I enter
my senior year and beyond.”
Dr. VanderVeen’s path to becoming a
leadership mentor had its share of twists and
turns. “I never thought of myself as a teacher.
I was thinking I wasn’t smart enough to do
that,” he said.
As an undergraduate at Calvin, Dr.
VanderVeen had designs of entering into
pastoral ministry. But by the end of his junior
year, he realized that the ministry was not for
him. He finished his degree in English and
then attended Western Michigan University to
earn a master’s in business administration.
Dr. VanderVeen worked six years as a
stockbroker before he returned to Calvin
in 1989 to teach marketing. Six years later,
he earned his Ph.D. from the University of
Illinois-Chicago.
In the leadership minor, students typically
attend classes built around intensive projects.
This gives students the opportunity to learn
concepts while putting them into practice
under the guidance of a mentor.
“What I try to help students learn are
concepts related to servant leadership and
team-building,” he said. “But I also want them
to reflect on what they are doing and why as
a way to better understand who they are. It

is learning about leadership from the inside
out—because that is the most authentic kind.”
More than 25 years after he decided against
pursuing pastoral ministry, Dr. VanderVeen has
come to see the spiritual aspects of the work
he does. “I’m a minister, but I do it in a much
more applied way,” he said. “The purpose of
the center is to enhance the education students
are getting across campus, to add value, and
to give students the opportunity to work with
people from other programs.”
He envisions involving engineering
students in the leadership program next year.
“Engineering is a program where they’re
already doing project-based learning,” he said.
Dr. VanderVeen hopes that his work
makes a lasting difference in students’ lives,
and it’s especially rewarding to him when he
can see that happening already on campus.
For example, there were ripples from the
planning of the City on a Hill benefit: some
of the students from the leadership program
worked outside of Dr. VanderVeen’s class with
members of Hope’s Student Congress on an
ornament sale that raised another $1,500 for
the organization.

Originally interested in becoming a pastor, Dr.
Steve VanderVeen has pursued ministry in another
way by helping students discern how to apply their
talents in making a difference in the world.
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By Heather Vander Plaat

W

hen business travel takes HarleyDavidson executive Mark Van
Genderen ’90 to London, certain sights cause a
rush of familiarity.
Nearly 20 years ago, as a Hope student, he
lived for a month in the British capital while
on the college’s May Term program. Each day,
he and other students toured businesses in
and around London – from an automobile

“What I learned at Hope
and the broad education I
received has helped me over
the years. Whether it’s my
ability to do something as
simple as write a persuasive
and concise email to
something as complicated
as putting together business
plans, it’s really that
foundation I got at Hope
that I draw back on.”
– Mark Van Genderen ‘90
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Through five positions with Harley-Davidson, currently as managing director of Latin American operations,
Mark Van Genderen ‘90 has traveled extensively and worked with colleagues around the world. As he began
his career, he appreciated the lessons of experiences like the college’s London May Term and his semesterlong internship with the Chicago Mercantile Exchange through the Chicago Semester program.
He is pictured in front of Harley-Davidson’s headquarters in Milwaukee; he is on his Road King, a bike with
a special meaning—following their wedding, he and his wife rode together from the church on it.

manufacturer to a maker of fine china – all the
while immersing themselves in a new culture.
“It was much more than just going over
there and sightseeing,” Van Genderen said.
“It was about realizing how big the world
really was and having a chance to see how
companies elsewhere operate.”
Today, traveling internationally and
collaborating with colleagues in locations
around the globe is all in a day’s work for
Van Genderen. For the past decade, his work
in five different positions at the HarleyDavidson Motor Company has taken him to
Asia, Europe, and, most recently, south of the
border, now that he is managing director of
Latin American operations.
Van Genderen’s office is in Milwaukee,
Wis., and he lives in nearby Cedarburg with
his wife, Laura, and their two young sons,
Aaron and Ethan. However, he spends a fair
bit of time in Latin America, meeting with
Harley-Davidson dealers and supporting
manufacturing activity.

Van Genderen’s interest in the world of
business deepened while he was at Hope. A
business administration major, he sought out
experiential learning activities, such as the
May Term, to help him put into practice what
he’d learned in the classroom.
In the fall of his senior year, he took on
an internship working as a clerk on the floor
of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, through
the Chicago Semester program. Having lived
in Holland for nearly his entire life, he had
decided a few months away would be a good
stepping stone for his future.
“At the trading company I worked for,
I wasn’t really viewed as a college student;
I was viewed as being just like any other
clerk who’d already graduated from college
and was moving his or her way up,” he
explained. “To really be in the business
world – in the middle of commerce and
industry – even just for a few short months,
was absolutely fascinating. It was also great
to live alongside other like-minded students

from various colleges. Overall, I felt like I had
grown up.”
Another key experience Van Genderen had
at Hope was a full-time summer position as
student director of the college’s New Student
Orientation program. His task was to prepare
all the activities and materials for the four-day
New Student Orientation at the beginning of
the academic year. It was the first job he’d ever
had with a specific deliverable at the end, and
he believes it served as a foundation for much
of his career work since then.
“Even as I’ve moved through the corporate
world, my project-based work always comes
back to the same base elements: getting a team
of people behind a certain goal, setting out a
vision, and then accomplishing it,” he noted.
After graduation, Van Genderen worked
for two years as an admissions counselor at
Hope. Dr. James Bekkering ’65, who retired
in 2006 as vice president for admissions,
remembers Van Genderen as an excellent
recruiter with the right skill set for his

position. Specifically, he felt Van Genderen’s
internships and summer work directly
influenced his ability to make a smooth
transition from college student to professional
worker.
“Through his experience in Chicago, Mark
saw the real world and saw employees in the
work force,” Dr. Bekkering explained. “There’s
no doubt in my mind that his internship there
and his other experiential learning helped
him hit the ground running after graduation.”
In 1992, Van Genderen left Hope and
spent four years helping his father start and
grow an investment firm. He then completed
an MBA at Northwestern University in
Chicago. During one summer at Northwestern,
he worked for the Ford Motor Company – a
perfect fit since he’d always enjoyed mechanics
and motors. Although Van Genderen had
planned to work full-time for Ford once he
graduated from Northwestern, his course
changed when a recruiter from HarleyDavidson came to campus; it wasn’t long after
that he accepted a job with the company.
“I’d been a motorcycle rider and, although
I didn’t own a Harley-Davidson, I thought it
was a great company,” he said. “At that time,
it was still a relatively small company, but I
was really intrigued with the brand and the
culture.”
As Van Genderen’s career has progressed,
he’s stayed connected to Hope in various
ways, most notably as a member of the
college’s Alumni Board. Just last month, he
began his first term as president, after having
served as vice president for two years and a
general member for the two years prior. In
its advisory role to Hope’s alumni office, the
board meets on campus twice a year, and the
individual members organize events in the
regions they represent.
“I’ve never felt uninvolved with Hope,
because with my parents living in Holland, I’ve
often gone to football and basketball games
when I’ve been back in town. And I had to make
sure my wife had a chance to see Hope before
we got married, because she knew that buying
into me meant buying into a bit of Hope, too,”
Van Genderen noted. “But now, being involved
that much more with what’s going on at the
college has been very rewarding.”
One of his pet projects has been to
work with Hope’s Career Services office to
engage more alumni in student recruitment,
particularly by encouraging former students
to keep current students in mind when
creating and filling internships and entrylevel positions in their workplaces. Van
Genderen has also been an active participant
in the college’s Career Resource Network.

As a volunteer, he’s spoken with students
about their career interests and has provided
guidance for them.
“We need to ask how we, as successful
alumni who look back fondly on our Hope
experience, can assist these current students,”
Van Genderen said. “Personally, what I learned
at Hope and the broad education I received
has helped me over the years. Whether it’s my
ability to do something as simple as write a
persuasive and concise e-mail to something as
complicated as putting together business plans,
it’s really that foundation I got at Hope that I
draw back on.”

A member of the college’s Alumni Association
Board of Directors since 2004, Mark was
elected the board’s president this May. He is
committed to helping students with their own
career quests, and has been working with the
college’s Career Services office to involve more
alumni in recruitment and providing internship
opportunities in addition to speaking with and
advising students himself as a participant in
Hope’s Career Resource Network.
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“Some of the conditions under which we
operate today are different than before.
I would say that although the cost of higher
education has always been of concern, it
has a higher profile today than it did before.
And that’s why I’m really proud that in the
last three years Hope has had very modest
increases relative to our peers. We’ve been
very serious about trying to hold the line on
increasing costs.
“The demographic changes in our society
are such that there will be fewer students in our
traditional recruiting pool available to us. We
are committed to continuing to broaden our
recruitment in any case, both because we are
called to make Hope an inviting option for all
students who desire the college’s combination
of academic excellence and vibrant faith, and
because all of our students will benefit from a
college experience that more fully reflects the
diversity of our nation and world.
“Expectations of accountability have also
increased dramatically—not just from the
students and families we serve but also from
the state and federal governments, the latter of
which are becoming more and more intrusive
while providing much less of the revenue
stream for higher education.
“On a different level, I think that students
are more service-oriented and less self-centered
than they were a generation ago. It’s always
been rewarding to work with young people, but
that change in focus has given them exciting
new priorities that inspire and challenge us in
new ways.”

A

nniversaries tend to get celebrated in
batches of five or 10. The coming
school year will be the 10th at Hope’s helm for
President James Bultman ’63. Rather than mark
the occasion in retrospect, we thought we’d
anticipate the milestone.
President Bultman’s inauguration in 1999
was a return. In addition to being a Hope
alumnus, he had been a professor, dean and
coach at the college from 1968 to 1985. In
between, he was president of Northwestern
College in Iowa for 14 years. He has also been
active in national higher-education associations,
and among other major appointments has just
completed an elected term on the Executive
Committee of the National Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities, where
he also served as chair of the Student Financial
Aid committee. President Bultman also serves
on the executive committee of the Association
of Independent Colleges and Universities
of Michigan as immediate past chair, and is
currently vice chair of the Great Lakes Colleges
Association academic consortium.
The reflections which follow concern what
has been and what seems likely to come, at
Hope as well as in higher education in general.
College presidents live their jobs—in
your case that’s literally true, since
the President’s House is in the center
of campus, flanked on either side by
student residence halls. What motivates
you, keeps you excited about the start of
each day?
“It’s the people. I have the privilege of
working with a very talented administrative
team, dedicated colleagues on the faculty and
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President James Bultman ‘63 and Martie Tucker ‘63 Bultman are active participants in the life of the college
(here they’re shown riding in the Homecoming Parade); on particularly busy evenings in the life of the
campus community, they’ve been known to divide events between them so that they can collectively visit as
many as possible. As he enters his 10th year as president, Dr. Bultman is pleased that Hope has been able to
add new facilities like the Martha Miller Center for Global Communication, pictured in the background, to
enable the college’s faculty and students to perform at the highest level as they teach and learn.
staff, and very capable students. And, we have
a very supportive constituency.
“In the circles in which I move, Hope is
held in very high esteem at both the state and
national levels. People are saying about us that
‘Hope is clicking on all cylinders,’ and that’s
very satisfying.
“Hope has great people, great programs
and great facilities. People are the trump card,
but Hope’s ability to educate the whole person
intellectually, spiritually, socially and physically,
and to do it with distinction, is the envy of
many. We feel blessed and we’re grateful.”
As you look back on your nine years
here, what have you been most pleased
to have seen happen?
“I think I’m probably most pleased with
the positive spirit and harmony that exist on
campus today. This is a good place and a good
time to be at Hope.
“We’ve recently updated the college’s
mission statement and developed additional
literature concerning the vision that
motivates Hope, the core values that shape
Hope, the qualities that distinguish Hope,

the virtues that mark conversation at Hope,
and the expectations for graduates who are
anchored in Hope. All of the materials grew
out of conversations involving more than 400
people from both on campus and among our
greater constituency, and were unanimously
approved in turn by the students, faculty,
staff and trustees. The materials are a nice
compendium of who we are for people who
are or may wish to be aligned with Hope.

“In the circles in which I move,
Hope is held in very high
esteem at both the state and
national levels. People are
saying about us that ‘Hope is
clicking on all cylinders,’ and
that’s very satisfying.”
– President James Bultman ‘63

Even in the short time since the statements
have been approved, many people have
indicated how much they are pivoting around
them in their work at Hope.
“I’m also very pleased, obviously, with
the construction of several new facilities that
are so heavily used on a daily basis. The
science center really enables Hope to maintain
and grow a very national reputation in the
sciences and enables Hope to do science the
Hope way: experientially with faculty and
students working collaboratively together. The
Martha Miller Center has made a tremendous
difference in supporting our emphasis on
international and multicultural education
while also providing very necessary new
homes for modern and classical languages and
communication. And, for the first time in 75
years we’ve had a home arena that we could
call our own for basketball.”
Looking across 23 years as a college
president, do you see different needs and
priorities in higher education than two
decades ago? What are some ways that
Hope has responded?

What are some things that you see the
college needing to do to be prepared for
the challenges ahead?
“Even as we celebrate our successes, much
remains to be done. The college has some
key needs relative to financial resources and
facilities.
“Our current endowment, which seems
large at $160 million, puts us at the bottom
of our GLCA comparison group and does not
provide enough resources currently to make
a big impact overall in keeping us from being
tuition-driven. Clearly the music department
needs a facility for practice and performance
that would do for them what the DeVos
Fieldhouse has done for intercollegiate sport.
Strong—and gratifying—student interest in
living on campus has outstripped the available
space. And, ever since the 1980 Van Raalte
Hall fire displaced the administrative offices
into the DeWitt Student and Cultural Center,
our students have lacked the sort of center for
co-curricular activities found at virtually every
other college and university in the country.
“Those are some of the major needs that
we must address in the relatively near future if

we are going to provide the kind of support and
space needed to serve students and faculty.”
Any thoughts in closing?
“All colleges will need to find their niche
in the sea of higher-education opportunities,
and I’m very pleased that Hope has found its.
Our overall passion is to provide an exceptional
education in a caring Christian environment,
and my personal passion is that Hope would
be at the same time exceptional educationally
and vibrantly Christian. That is a path not
often traveled by any institution, especially
when the Christian dimension is not narrowly
defined, prescriptive or parochial. Rather,
Hope is ecumenical in nature while rooted in
the Reformed Christian faith, and provides
opportunities as opposed to requirements.
“We have appreciated the prayers and
support of the extended Hope family as they
have partnered with us in providing such a rich
collegiate experience for our students. Martie
and I are grateful for the opportunity to be a
part of that partnership and look forward to
the future of Hope with great confidence and
expectation.”

President Bultman speaks during a formal gathering
in Dimnent Memorial Chapel. Across his years
in higher education he has found Hope unique
in its blend of academic excellence and a vibrant
Christian dimension that provides opportunities
rather than requirements. It’s a combination that he
believes serves students exceptionally well and that
he appreciates partnering with the extended Hope
family in helping to provide.
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FACULTY FULBRIGHT: Dr.
Edward Hansen, professor of
geology and environmental
science, is spending August to
January conducting research
in Sweden through an award
from the Fulbright U.S. Scholar
Program.
Dr. Hansen is the fifth
member of the Hope faculty
to receive one of the awards in
the past five years. He will be
learning research techniques in support of his
ongoing investigation of the movement of sand
dunes along the southeastern coast of Lake
Michigan across the past 5,000 years.
Working collaboratively with student
researchers, he has been exploring the history
of the dunes from as far south as Michigan City
to as far north as Muskegon, with particular
focus on the dune complex in the Holland area.
He has worked on the research since about
1998.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

INNOVATIVE TEACHING: An
article co-written by mathematician
Dr. Tim Pennings concerning
the way that his Welsh Corgi
Elvis demonstrates mathematical
principles is receiving national
recognition from the Mathematical
Association of America (MAA) for
its effectiveness in teaching about
calculus.
The MAA presented Dr.
Pennings and his co-author Dr.
Roland Minton of Roanoke College
with its George Polya Award for
their article “Do Dogs Know Bifurcations?”
They received the recognition during the
association’s annual summer meeting,
MathFest,held in Madison, Wis., on ThursdaySaturday, July 31-Aug. 2.
Dr. Pennings and Elvis were also invited to
present the paper during the meeting, which
is geared toward mathematicians, professors,
undergraduate students, graduate students,
high school teachers and others who enjoy
mathematics.
The George Polya Award is given for
articles of expository excellence published in
the College Mathematics Journal, and includes
a prize of up to $500. Published in the
journal’s November 2007 edition, the article
by Drs. Pennings and Minton considers how
Elvis responds in retrieving a ball when he is
in the water and the ball is thrown into the
water down shore. The citation that the MAA
prepared in conjunction with the award praises
the article for its accessible presentation of
calculus principles.
More ONLINE
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NEW DEAN: Dr. R.
Richard Ray Jr. of the
kinesiology faculty has
been appointed dean for
the social sciences.
A member of the
faculty since 1982, he
succeeds Dr. Nancy
Sonneveldt ‘62 Miller,
who retired at the end of
June. He was appointed
following a nationwide search based on the
high quality of his service to the college and of
his service and scholarship within his primary
discipline of athletic training, according to
Provost Dr. James N. Boelkins ’66.
“Dr. Ray was the consensus choice of the
search committee based on his understanding
of and commitment to our mission,
experience as chair of a complex department,
understanding of planning and assessment,
previous leadership of the North Central
Association accreditation process, national
recognition in his field, work ethic, inclusive
perspective, communication skills and ability
to be a systems thinker,” Dr. Boelkins said. “Dr.
Ray will provide effective and caring leadership
for the Social Science Division.”
Dr. Ray is a professor of kinesiology and
athletic trainer at Hope. He had served as
chairperson of the department of kinesiology
since 2003.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

DISTINGUISHED LEADERSHIP: Dr. Nancy
Sonneveldt ’62 Miller, emerita dean for the
social sciences and professor of education, has
received the seventh annual “Distinguished
Woman in Higher Education Leadership Award”
from the Michigan
American Council
on Education (ACE)
Network for Women in
Higher Education.
She was honored
on Tuesday, June 10,
during the network’s
annual conference,
held at Michigan State
University in East
Lansing.
The award honors
Michigan women who
have distinguished
themselves by
providing outstanding
leadership to women
in their institutions, in
their profession and in society at large. The
award recognizes groundbreaking work on
behalf of women that is outside the scope
of the nominee’s formal faculty or staff
responsibilities. Honorees have distinguished
themselves as advocates for women and
catalysts for change.
Dr. Miller retired at the end of June after
serving on the Hope faculty for 40 years. She
joined the faculty in 1968, and had served as
dean for the social sciences since 1985.
More ONLINE

GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENT: Phyllis
Kleder ’73 Hooyman, director of financial aid,
has been appointed
by Governor Jennifer
Granholm to an
additional term on
the Michigan Higher
Education Assistance
Authority (MHEAA).
MHEAA
administers state and
federal scholarship,
grant and loan
programs. Created
in 1960, MHEAA is an agency in the state’s
Department of Education and consists of 15
members appointed by the governor and one
ex-officio member, the state treasurer, who
serves as the chairman.
Hooyman has served on MHEAA since
2004. She is serving as vice chair pro tem of the
authority.
A member of the Hope staff since 1974
and director of financial aid since 1984, in
May she received the college’s eighth annual
“Vanderbush-Weller Development Fund” award
for strong, positive impact on students.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

OUTSTANDING SOCIOLOGIST:
Dr. Debra Harvey ’83 Swanson,
professor of sociology, has
received the 2008 “John
F. Schnabel Distinguished
Contributions to Teaching
Award” from the North Central
Sociological Association (NCSA).
Dr. Swanson has also been
elected vice president of the
NCSA, a two-year commitment
with responsibilities related to
organizing the association’s annual meetings.
The 2010 conference will be held in Chicago,
Ill., and will be held jointly with the Midwest
Sociological Society with more than 1,600
sociologists in attendance.
She has been a member of NCSA for 15
years and has been active in the organization’s
teaching section. She has made several
presentations on teaching during association
meetings through the years, and will be the
featured keynote speaker duing the 2009
conference.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

Faculty Kudos

“A Friendly
Letter”
affirms

A

Faith

short new book by Dr. David Myers of
the psychology faculty responds to the
“new atheist” argument that all religion is
dangerous and false, by suggesting how faith
can be—and often is—reasonable, scienceaffirming, healthy, hopeful, and humane.
His book A Friendly Letter to Skeptics and
Atheists: Musings on Why God is Good and Faith
Isn’t Evil is being published this month by
Jossey-Bass/Wiley.
Dr. Myers writes as both a social scientist
and a person of faith. While acknowledging
ways religion has fueled the worst in human
behavior, he notes that religion more often
leads adherents to engage with the world as
forces for good.
“Although religion in some forms has indeed
fed prejudice and atrocity, the available evidence
is pretty compelling: In the Western world, at
least, religiosity is more often associated with
good—with happiness, health, generosity, and
volunteering—than with evil,” he writes.

Dr. Myers developed the book to bridge
two worlds that he feels need not be separate.
As a scientist, he understands—and within
his own discipline applies—the skepticism
that he recognizes can lead others to reject
faith. His own experience as both a believer
and a psychologist, however, has convinced
him that the two need not be at odds. In
A Friendly Letter to Skeptics and Atheists he
writes conversationally, offering thoughts
and examples that he hopes will prompt his
audience to regard faith anew.
“I develop and offer these and other
reflections not as a sophisticated defense
of theism,” Dr. Myers notes. “I hope, more
simply, to help skeptical readers, many of
whom are among my esteemed friends, to
appreciate the common ground they share with
many people of faith.”
“I aim to suggest to these skeptical friends
how someone might share their commitment
to reason, evidence, and, yes, even skepticism
while also embracing a faith that makes sense
of the universe, gives meaning to life, connects
us in supportive communities, mandates
altruism, and offers hope in the face of
adversity and death.”
For example, where skeptics might see ways
that religious fervor has been behind attacks,
wars and prejudice, Dr. Myers documents
selflessness inspired by faith commitments.
Similarly, he describes studies showing that
frequent worship attendance predicts greater
volunteerism and charitable giving.
He acknowledges, quoting Gordon
Allport, that “there are pathogenic strains
in some religions, such as excessive terror,
superstition, a built-in hostility to science,
or a palliative defensiveness. But these
pathogenic strains are not found in the great
creeds of the world’s religions.” Moreover,
Dr. Myers adds, “To judge faith by what Terry
Eagleton called ‘vulgar caricatures of religious
faith that would make a first-year theology
student wince’ is like judging science by
eugenics, nuclear warheads and chemical
pollutants.”

As both a social scientist and a person of faith, Dr.
David Myers knows that the worlds of scholarship
and belief can sometimes find themselves as
odds. He has written the book A Friendly Letter
to Skeptics and Atheists: Musings on Why God
is Good and Faith Isn’t Evil to help those in the
scholarly community who might be suspicious of
religion to look at it anew, offering reflections on
the very real—and measurable—difference for good
that faith makes in the world.
He also shows how faith and scientific
inquiry can work together. While recognizing
that there are Christians who see a conflict
between the Bible and the conclusions of science,
many other people of faith, including many of
the founders of science, he says, find that faith
inspires and complements good science.
Dr. Myers quotes neuroscientist Donald
MacKay’s reminder that the scientist’s religious
task, “is to tell it like it is, knowing that the
Author is at our elbow, a silent judge of the
accuracy with which we claim to describe the
world He has created.” Indeed, adds Dr. Myers,
“Disciplined, rigorous inquiry—checking our
theories against reality—helps fulfill Jesus’
‘great commandment’ to love God not just
with our hearts but also with our minds.”
(Editor’s Note: More about Dr. Myers’s book, including
free excerpts, is available at www.davidmyers.org.)
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Faculty Kudos

Book

Shelf

Hope’s community
of faculty scholars
has produced
multiple publications
in recent months.
Nine snapshots:
Dr. Barry Bandstra (religion) provides a
detailed linguistic analysis of the first 11
chapters of Genesis through Genesis 1-11: A
Handbook on the Hebrew Text.
The book is geared toward
intermediate and advanced
students of biblical Hebrew.
Its emphasis is on enhancing
students’ understanding of
the Hebrew language and the
biblical text. It uses an approach
to linguistic understanding
called “functional grammar,”
which explores why clauses are
worded and used together as they are.

Dr. Steven Bouma-Prediger ’79 (religion)
has co-authored Beyond
Homelessness: Christian
Faith in a Culture of
Displacement, which
explores the forms and
implications of dislocation
in contemporary North
American culture and
considers Christian faith as
a path toward healing.
The book not only explores the problem of
homelessness as an economic and sociological
condition, but also examines two other types
of homelessness: what he and co-author Brian
J. Walsh call ecological homelessness and
postmodern homelessness.
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Dr. John Cox ’67 (English) is author of Seeming
Knowledge: Shakespeare and Skeptical Faith,
which revisits the question of Shakespeare’s
connection with religion
by focusing on the
intersection of faith and
skepticism in his writing.
Dr. Cox examines
Shakespeare’s works in
the context of the 16th
century, when thinkers
such as Thomas More and
Erasmus wrote skeptically
to expose the weaknesses of Christians without
doubting the truth of Christianity itself.

Dr. Lee Forester (German)
is co-creator and project
director of the collaborative
effort that developed Weiter
geht’s!, computer-based,
multi-media teaching
materials for students in
college-level second-year
German courses.
Weiter geht’s! (Let’s
Keep Going!) continues the multi-media Auf
geht’s! (Let’s Get Going!) published in 2005 for
beginning German students. Each designed as
a complete curriculum for one year of language
instruction and immersion into German life
and culture.

Dr. James Herrick (communication) examines
the role of science and science fiction in
inspiring alternative spiritualities in postChristian Western culture through his book
Scientific Mythologies: How Science and Science
Fiction Forge New Religious Beliefs.
He notes that the image of a limitless God
who created humankind in his image and has
shared his message openly
is becoming supplanted by
concepts such as advanced
alien beings who have
knowledge with which to
benefit humanity, or even
the idea that humanity
itself can progress to a
more advanced level as
represented by such beings.

Dr. Anne Larsen ’70 (French) is co-editor of
the Encyclopedia of Women in the Renaissance:
Italy, France, and England, which draws on
current historical, literary, art, and medical
scholarship from 103 contributors to document

the contributions of wellknown and lesser-known
Renaissance women from
Italy, France and England.
In addition to editing
some 50 biographies and
essays for the volume, Dr.
Larsen contributed two
entries on Madeleine and
Catherine des Roches and
Marie de Cotteblanche.

Dr. Dianne Portfleet (English)
wrote Walter Wangerin, Jr.: Artist,
Poet, and Prophet, which offers
a critical analysis of the writing
of contemporary author Walter
Wangerin Jr.
Writing for scholar and
layperson alike, Dr. Portfleet
examines Wangerin’s work in light
of its exploration of faith and
the way that he seeks to guide the Christian
community “down faith’s thorny path” away
from complacency into commitment.

Dr. Peter Schakel (English) is the author of Is
Your Lord Large Enough? How C. S. Lewis Expands
Our View of God.
The title is derived
from Lewis’s book Prince
Caspian, in which Aslan,
the great Lion and Christ
figure, says to the young
girl Lucy, “Every year
you grow you will find
me bigger.” The sentence
is the starting point for
examining how Lewis’s
writings provide help for readers seeking
growth in their Christian lives through an
expanding, deepening understanding of God.

Dr. Heather Sellers (English) is
author of The Boys I Borrow, a book of
poetry published by New Issues Press.
The poems are a real-life look
into marriage, raising teen age boys,
and Nintendo. Dr. Sellers looks back
at her own childhood in Orlando,
Fla., contrasting her experiences
there while watching stepsons come
of age in the Midwest.
More information about all nine of the
publications is available on the college’s Web site.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc
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Campus Scene

Volunteers Join Hope Boards
Dedicated alumni, parents and friends
of the college have joined three major
governing and advisory boards that play a

leadership role in operations, planning and
providing insights from key segments of the
Hope family.

Parents’ Council
Adds Members

Michelle Bombe

Tony Castillo

Rev. Taylor Holbrook ’80

Dr. Leslie Wong

New Trustees Appointed
Hope has made four new appointments to its
Board of Trustees.
Newly chosen to serve four-year terms on the
board are: Michelle Bombe of Holland, Mich.;
Tony Castillo of Holland, Mich.; the Rev. Taylor
Holbrook ’80 of Hopewell Junction, N.Y.; and Dr.
Leslie Wong of Grand Rapids, Mich.
The college has also re-elected eight trustees
to four-year terms on the board: the Rev. Dr.
Timothy L. Brown ’73 of Holland; Dr. Ronald L.
Hartgerink ’64 of South Haven, Mich.; Dr. David
W. Lowry ’89 of Holland; Dr. Paul R. Musherure ’93
of Cottage Grove, Minn.; the Rev. Peter Semeyn ’73

Thomas Henderson ’70

Colleen Leikert ’10

of Traverse City, Mich.; David L. Van Andel ’83 of
Grand Rapids; Emilie D. Wierda of Key Largo, Fla.;
and Dr. George D. Zuidema ’49 of Holland.
Retiring from the board are: Dr. Steven C.
Bouma-Prediger ’79 of Holland; James E. Hanson
II ’80 of Morristown, N.J.; Arnold Van Zanten
of Clearwater Beach, Fla.; and the Rev. Brian L.
Vriesman ’75 of Twin Falls, Idaho.
Joel G. Bouwens ’74 of Holland is continuing
to serve as chairperson, and Brian W. Koop ’71 of
Holland is continuing to serve as vice-chairperson.
Dr. Lowry has been elected to a four-year term as
secretary.
More ONLINE
www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

Michael McCarthy ’85 James McFarlin III ’74

Arlene Arends ’64
Waldorf

Alumni Board Members Named
During its May meeting, the Alumni
Association Board of Directors chose its officers for
2008-09 and appointed five new members.
Mark Van Genderen ’90 of Cedarburg, Wis., who
previously served as vice president, has been elected
president. Bob Bieri ’83 of Holland, Mich., has been
elected vice president. Kat Nichols ’99 Campbell of
Minneapolis, Minn., has been elected secretary.
The board’s new members are: Thomas
Henderson ’70 of Dayton, Ohio; junior Colleen
Leikert of Ludington, Mich.; Michael McCarthy
’85 of Weston, Mass.; James McFarlin III ’74 of
Ferndale, Mich.; and Arlene Arends ’64 Waldorf of
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Buena Vista, Colo.
Sarah Oosterink ’08 of Jenison, Mich., formerly
Senior Class Representative, was appointed
representative of the most recent graduating class.
Brett Kingma ’09 of Grand Rapids, Mich., formerly
Junior Class Representative, was appointed Senior
Class Representative.
The board members who have concluded
their service to the board are: Jason Cash ‘07 of
Hudsonville, Mich.; Scott Schaaf ‘88 of Mukilteo,
Wash.; Todd Soderquist ‘96 of Canton, Mich.; and
Dr. Sara VanAnrooy ‘82 of Castle Rock, Colo.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

Six new families have joined
the college’s Parents’ Council for
2008-09.
New to the council are Mark
and Joy Dulmes, Oostburg, Wis.,
parents of John ’08 and Eric ’12;
John and Lois Jordan of Pilesgrove,
N.J., parents of Chris ’09; Joseph
and Darci Kessie of South Whitley,
Ind., parents of Kaitlin ’10; Vince
and Monica Newendorp of Pella,
Iowa, parents of Brett ’10 and Craig
’12; and David and Suzanne Shier of
Chicago, Ill., parents of Sarah ’10.
They succeed Steve and Lisa
Carter, Dan and Magee Gordon,
Keith and Carole March, Wendy
Oglesby, and Mark and Michele
Pageau, who have concluded their
service on the board.
The returning members of the
council are: Larry and Deborah
Bauss of Kalamazoo, Mich., parents
of Emily ’11; Jim and Rosanne Davis
of Holland, Mich., parents of Anna
’07 and Ryan ’09; Mike and Susan
Fezzey of Farmington Hills, Mich.,
parents of Jessica ’09; Ernest and
Shirley Hinson of Eagan, Minn.,
parents of Julian ’10; Wes and Patti
Jetter of Greenville, Ohio, parents of
Chris ’09, Maggie ’07 and Elizabeth
’04; Darl and Laura Leman of
Elmhurst, Ill., parents of Tracy ’02,
Brook ’05 and Michael ’09; and Cy
and Gail Urbancic of Hudson, Ohio,
parents of Courtney ’09.
The college’s Parents’ Council
serves as a liaison between Hope and
the families of Hope students. Its
members are the parents of current
students and appointed to one- or
two-year terms.
For more information about
the Parents’ Council, please visit the
college online at www.hope.edu/
parents/council/index.html.

Alumni News

A

n education at Hope involves expanding
knowledge, engaging in intellectual
pursuits, and applying the skills and knowledge
acquired in the classroom in experiential settings.
Internships and off-campus study offer a vast
array of programs in which students can apply
their knowledge, test their interests, and further
define the course they will take in their academic
and professional careers.
Hope alumni are very involved in making
these opportunities a reality. From advertising
firms to social services, alumni provide students
with internships and other hands-on working
experiences during which their intellectual
pursuits come to life. The concepts and
Mary Boelkins ‘96
Remenschneider
strategies students learned from professors take
Alumni Director
new meaning under the guidance of alumni in
a work setting. Alumni also benefit from the
relationships established through experiential learning. They have
talented students to share work responsibilities, a pipeline to future
employees who are already familiar with their company’s culture and
expectations, and the benefit of a strong alumni-student connection.
In addition to the workplace, experiential learning takes place on
campus. Opportunities abound for hands-on learning with faculty as
well as alumni and parents. Professors involve students in scholarly
writing, research, theatre, dance and artistic productions, athletic
training, service projects and so much more. Alumni and parents visit
classrooms to share their experience and guide students in special
projects, further enhancing their academic training. These partnerships
not only provide great experiences for the students but also better the
campus community and communities around the world. The students’
influences reach far beyond the perimeter of campus and the experiences
will stay with them for a lifetime.
Experiential learning is a very important way you can enhance the
quality of students’ education. We are grateful for the many ways that
members of the Hope family help provide opportunities to students.
If you think that you might be able to help, we hope that you will let
us know. As with all the other ways that alumni, parents and friends
support Hope, you will be making a real and lasting difference not only
for the students, but also for those whose lives they touch.

Window

to Hope’s

History

The summer is in its final weeks and soon the students will arrive on campus
for a new school year. As academics begin and continue, so, too, will the
community traditions of fall run apace. Above, the Class of ’88 makes ready
for the Pull tug-of-war in 1985. This year’s Pull, featuring the Classes of
2011 and 2012, is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 27. The Class of ’88 will also
be represented on campus this fall, but through another tradition, celebrating
its 20-year reunion during Homecoming Weekend, Friday-Sunday, Oct. 3-5.

Alumni Board of Directors
Officers
Mark VanGenderen ’90, President, Cedarburg, Wis.
Bob Bieri ’83, Vice President, Holland, Mich.
Kat Nichols ’99 Campbell, Secretary, Minneapolis, Minn.
Board Members
Nancy Wallendal ’72 Bassman, Scotch Plains, N.J.
Anita Van Engen ’98 Bateman, Austin, Texas
Lisa Bos ’97, Washington, D.C.
David Daubenspeck ’74, Oceanside, Calif.
Lori Visscher ’83 Droppers, Maitland, Fla.
Gene Haulenbeek ’72, Kalamazoo, Mich.
Thomas Henderson ’70, Dayton, Ohio
Betsy Boersma ’77 Jasperse, Traverse City, Mich.
Brett Kingma ’09, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Colleen Leikert ’10, Ludington, Mich.
Carol Rylance ’60 MacGregor, Norcross, Ga.
Michael McCarthy ’85, Weston, Mass.
James McFarlin III ’74, Ferndale, Mich.
Karen Gonder ’81 Navis, Grandville, Mich.
Sarah Oosterink ’08, Jenison, Mich.
Elias Sanchez ’78, Hinsdale, Ill.
Carol Schakel ’68 Troost, Scotia, N.Y.
Lois Tornga ’56 Veldman, Okemos, Mich.
Arlene Arends ’64 Waldorf, Buena Vista, Colo.
Liaison
Mary Boelkins ’96 Remenschneider, Director of Alumni and Parent Relations
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Class Notes
News and information for class
notes, marriages, advanced degrees and
deaths are compiled for News from Hope
College by Kathy Miller.
News should be mailed to: Alumni
News; Hope College Public Relations;
141 E. 12th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland,
MI 49422-9000. Internet users may
send to alumni@hope.edu or submit
information via myHope, http://myhope.
hope.edu
All submissions received by the
Public Relations Office by Tuesday, July
1, have been included in this issue.
Because of the lead time required by
this publication’s production schedule,
submissions received after that date
(with the exception of obituary notices)
have been held for the next issue, the
deadline for which is Tuesday, Sept. 16.

40s
John J. Schripsema ’42 of Holland,
Mich., and his wife celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary on
Wednesday, June 25.
Constance Scholten ’45 Bawinkel
of Holland, Mich., and her husband
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on Thursday, June 12.
Suzanne Leestma ’46 Pettinga
of Holland, Mich., and her husband
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on Tuesday, June 24.
Timothy Harrison ’49 of Rumford,
R.I., recently had Before Oil -- Memories
of an American Missionary Family in the
Persian Gulf, 1910-1939 published. The
book combines descriptions of Tim’s
father’s medical work in the Persian
Gulf, starting in 1910; background
and history of the Gulf before oil was
discovered; the Reformed Church’s
Arabian Mission and its work in
Kuwait, Iraq, Bahrain and Oman; and
Tim’s own memories of growing up
in the 1930s in Oman and going to
school in India. For information about
purchasing the book, please contact
Kathy Miller in the Office of Public
Relations, (616) 395-7860.

50s
Thelma Kooiker ’39
Leenhouts of Holland,
Mich., was featured in the
article “Tennis Is the Sport
of a Lifetime” in the online
newsletter of the Western
Michigan Tennis Association.
Her lifelong love of tennis is
chronicled, noting that she
played tennis for fun in the
early 1930s and also played
it competitively until a few
years ago. Referencing her
college years, the article points
out that in 1939 the women’s
tennis team was included in
the MIAA All-Sports Trophy
competition for the first time,
and cites Gord Brewer’s (’48)
book ...But How They Played
the Game!: “It was left for
the women’s tennis team to
save the day for Hope College
in 1939 when the doubles
championship was taken by
Thelma (Kooiker) Leenhouts
and Alethe Brower allowing
Hope College to win the
tournment.” After raising a
family, Thelma played Senior
Tennis for many years.
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M. Samuel Noordhoff ’50 of
Grand Rapids, Mich., a world leader
in cleft lip and palate surgery, was
presented with the “Joseph G.
McCarthy Excellence in Medicine
and Humanitarian Award” from The
Smile Train, an international charity
dedicated to the treatment of cleft lip
and palate. Through the non-profit
Dr. Noordhoff Craniofacial Foundation
he established, more than 10,000
children in Taiwan, Cambodia and
the Philippines have benefited from
surgery and care.
Dale Moes ’52 of Zeeland, Mich.,
recently received medals he earned
for his service in the U.S. Army
(artillery) from August 1951 through
April 1953. On Monday, June 30,
U.S. Representative Pete Hoekstra
’75, R-Mich., presented him with the
Army Commendation Medal, National
Defense Service Medal, Korean
Service Medal, United Nations Service
Medal, Korean War Service Medal,
and Republic of Korea Presidential
Unit Citation during a ceremony at
Evergreen Commons in Holland, Mich.
Dick Nieusma ’52, Ruth
Slotsema ’52 Nieusma and
their granddaughter Elizabeth
Nieusma ’11 spent nine days in
Seoul, Korea, at the invitation of the
Korean dentists Dick trained during
their years of mission work there.

Alumni who chronicled,
informed and shaped an activist
era gathered on campus this
summer to reminisce, become
reacquainted and see how things
have changed (or remained
the same) in the years since.
More than a dozen former
students gathered for “anchor
Reprise, 2008,” a mini-reunion
held on Friday-Saturday, June
20-21, for those who had been
on the weekly paper’s staff
between the fall of 1961 and the
The purpose was to celebrate the
publication of Dick’s autobiography
(in Korean), He Brought Laughter to
Their Souls, and to attend a large dental
missions conference featuring Korean
missionaries and national dentists
from Morocco to Mongolia.
Jack H. Miller ’54 of Zeeland,
Mich., was honored by the Resthaven
board of trustees in May with the
annual “Good Shepherd Award” in
recognition of his support of elders
in the community. He had served as
a Resthaven trustee and continues
to take a strong interest in the
organization.
Paul Northuis ’59 of Holland,
Mich., and his wife celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on
Thursday, June 26.

60s
John Kleinheksel ’60 and Sharon
Van’t Kerkhoff ’60 Kleinheksel
are serving on the staff of Tokyo Union
Church from June to October, with
John as interim associate pastor. They
previously served for six months on
the staff of the American Church in
Paris from January to June in 2007.
Fritz Kruithof ’61 of Kalamazoo,
Mich., was honored with a
Distinguished Alumni Award from
Western Theological Seminary in May.
Don Vuurens ’63 of Twin Lake,
Mich., has been sending “Seeds for
Missions” for 34 years to doctors,
hospitals, missionaries, schools and
agri-projects in more than 43 nations
to raise vegetable gardens. He calls it

spring of 1973. In addition to
opportunities for those attending
to reflect on their student days
and simply enjoy one another’s
company, the event also included
a panel overview of the college in
the current era by former staffers
who are currently members of
the college’s faculty and staff, and
a presentation on the Anchor of
the present by students involved
in the paper this past year and a
chance to compare the editions
and issues of past and present.
his missionary hobby. He notes that
he and several others attended the
funeral of Monty Dyer ’54 at St. Francis
De Sales Church in Holland, Mich., in
April.
Tom Ewart ’64 of Nevada City,
Calif., was recently elected to the
board of directors of the Episcopal
Diocese of Northern California.
Glenn Van Wieren ’64 of Holland,
Mich., received a “Certificate of
Benevolence” in recognition of his
encouragement of the Hope men’s
basketball team’s volunteer service at
the Holland Rescue Mission’s Hope
Center. The honor was presented
through the City of Holland’s
“Character First” program.
Gretchen Steffens ’66 Robert
of Paris, France, teaches English
and American studies at the Institut
D’Etudes Politiques de Paris. She
joined the faculty in 1990.
Richard (Rick) Rietveld ’67 of
Jasper, Ala., was recently honored by
Valencia Community College with a
“40th Anniversary Award.” The award
recognizes 40 former employees who
brought distinction to the college
and the Orlando community through
professional achievements, service to
the community, and contributions to
the college. Rick retired from Valencia
in 2007 after serving 25 years in a
progression of positions including
professor of theatre, program director/
developer, and division dean for
humanities, foreign language, visual
and performing arts.
Diana Williams ’69 Weiss of New
Hope, Pa., recently had What Counts,
a chapbook of poetry, published by
Finishing Line Press.

Larry Kieft ’65 of Grand
Haven, Mich., received the
Second Century Presidents’
Award on Thursday, June
20. The award is presented
annually to an individual
or couple who are Second
Century members and
devoted to Hope and Hope’s
mission. The citation
celebrated his giving spirit
and his understanding of
the importance of a strong
Christian education in
today’s world. His career
in the nursery live plant
industry as a broker and sales
representative for landscaping
materials has helped shape
his support in some unique
ways. For example, he and
his late wife Linda established
an endowment that dedicates
resources in perpetuity
to the maintenance and
beautification of the campus
grounds. He also designed and
donated the garden area east of
Dimnent Memorial Chapel for
the enjoyment of all who visit
campus.

70s
Robert Kieft ’70 of Lansdowne, Pa., is
the new college librarian at Occidental
College in Los Angeles, Calif. For the
past 20 years he has worked at Haverford
College, most recently as librarian
of the college and director of college
information resources.
Kathleen Moorhead ’72 Crawford

of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., celebrated 35
years in the yacht production business
in May. After starting a small marine
canvas business in Saugatuck, Mich., in
1973, Kathy began to teach herself the
trade and five years later became a subcontractor to a yacht-building firm in
Saugatuck. Following 20 years there and
a move to Fort Lauderdale, she is now a
sub-contractor to a building firm based
in New Orleans/Gulfport, Miss. She
produces exterior cushions and interior
custom seating on 165-foot mega yachts.
John Kleyn ’72 of Holland, Mich., is
participating in the Christian Reformed
Church “Sea to Shining Sea” bicycle ride
this summer to help end poverty. The
3,881-mile, coast-to-coast ride began
Saturday, June 30, and runs through
Saturday, Aug. 30. He will join the ride
in Grand Rapids and bike 840 miles to
Jersey City, N. J. He did not even own a
bike when he felt called last summer to
participate.
David Leestma ’73 of Houston,
Texas, became executive pastor of
Grace Presbyterian Church in Houston
last February. He and his wife, Cathy
Schaub ’73 Leestma, will continue
to publish The Mountain Breeze, a bimonthly newspaper for the greater Lake
Lure region of North Carolina.
Claudia Hayes ’74 Hagar of Holland,
Mich., has been an elementary art
teacher at West Ottawa Public Schools
for the past 17 years. For the past 10
years, she has also been an instructor in
the departments of art and education
at Hope, teaching three courses a year.
She reports that she is thrilled to be
connected to Hope again and to be able
to help students pursue a career in art
education.
Kristi Knowles’ 74 Karis of
Muskegon, Mich., reports that she has
“rewired” her life after 31 1/2 years in
secondary education (28 years with the

Pete Hoekstra ’75 U.S. Rep.
Pete Hoekstra ’75, R-Holland,
Mich., was recently appointed
an officer in the Order of
Orange-Nassau during a
ceremony at the residence
of Ambassador Christiaan
Kroner in Washington, D.C.
The order was created in
1892 as a royal honor by the
Dutch monarchy to recognize
extraordinary service to
society. Pete emigrated from
the Netherlands with his
parents in 1956 and became a
naturalized U.S. citizen at age
nine. He is pictured speaking
in March during the Hope
College Model United Nations
held for high school students.
West Ottawa Public Schools in Holland,
Mich.). She now supervises student
teachers for Hope College and this fall
will teach two geography classes in the
department of education at Hope. In
addition, she continues presentations for
and work with the Michigan Geographic
Alliance, National Council for
Geographic Education, and Population

Connection. Kristi was trained in
Washington, D.C., last summer as a
public engagement coordinator for
National Geographic Society’s My Wonder
World public awareness campaign. She
works closely with author Janie Lynn
Panagopoulos on public appearances
and new projects. Kristi and her
husband have two sons in college.
Julie Wennekes ’74 Mulder of
Turlock, Calif., was named a 2007-2008
National Head Start Fellow with the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services in Washington, D.C. Ten
fellowships were awarded on the basis
of demonstrated commitment to the
field of early childhood development
and education and professional
contributions for the term October
2007 through September 2008.
Julie is working in the Educational
Development and Partnerships Division.
Joan Donaldson ’75 of Fennville,
Mich., will see the international debut
of her picture book The Secret of the Red
Shoes this year when it will be translated
and printed in Korea.
Janet Thomas ’76 of Holland, Mich.,
was promoted to community relations
director of The Village at Appledorn, a
retirement community for independent
seniors.
Kathy Brinks ’76 Waterstone and
Jan DeWeert ’80 Zessin, both of
Holland, Mich., participated in the 2008
Avon Walk in Chicago, Saturday-Sunday,
May 31-June 1. The walk took them
through Chicagoland neighborhoods
along the lakeshore area and northward.
They walked the 39.2 miles, plus at least
another five as they went additional
miles searching for stationary restrooms
and good iced tea. In addition, they
contributed $6,000 to the $9.1 million
raised for cancer research.
Amy Mills ’ 78 Jackson works on
staff at Theatre Three, a regional theatre

A Belief in D uty to Hope

Both Vernon ’39 and Roberta (Bobbi) Poest believe their motivation for
philanthropy was borne out of their Christian upbringing and the strong
supportive community of their youth. Vern, a former long-time executive
with Herman Miller, and Bobbi recently completed their second planned
gift to benefit Hope College. Both Bobbi and Vern believe in the mission of
Hope College and in helping provide the opportunity for worthy students
to be able to afford to attend Hope. Hope College would like to thank the
Poests and all the 600-plus members of the Dimnent Heritage Society for
their generosity in supporting the college through planned gifts. For over
30 years, planned gifts from donors such as Vern and Bobbi have helped
shape the character of Hope College and its community. Please let us
help you create your Hope legacy.
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For more information contact:
Voice: (616)395-7779
John A. Ruiter, J.D. - Dir. of Planned Giving
E-Mail: ruiter@hope.edu
141 East 12th Street
www.hope.edu/advancement
Holland, MI 49423
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Carol Bechtel ’81 of
Holland, Mich., most recently
vice president of the Reformed
Church in America Synod,
was elected president on
Monday, June 9, during the
annual meeting of the synod,
which was held at Hope. She
told delegates that during
her one-year term, she will
focus on education, worship
and reconciliation. Carol is
professor of Old Testament at
Western Theological Seminary.
She has also served the RCA on
the Commission on Christian
Worship and as General Synod
professor of theology. Please
see the “Quote, unquote”
column on page two for
remarks she made following
her election.
in Dallas, Texas. She and her husband
starred in Mid-Life! The Crisis Musical
from Friday, May 2, through Sunday,
May 18. They have two teen-age
daughters, Emily and Abigail.
Robert Angle Jr. ’79 of Lawton,
Mich., was inducted into the 2008
Allegan High School Athletic Hall of
Fame in a ceremony at the high school
in June. He earned eight varsity letters
playing football, basketball and baseball
for Allegan.
Leah Sunderlin ’79 Haugneland
of Katy, Texas, was “Volunteer of
the Month” at her daughter Claire’s
elementary school for volunteering 250
hours as the chairman of the school’s
Fall Fundraiser for the second year in a
row.
Jane Santefort ’79 Martin of
Holland, Mich., is founder director of
Breathing Better Living Well.com, a Web
site providing information and support
worldwide to people with chronic lung
disease, primarily those with COPD. She
has worked as a respiratory therapist
since 1980 in all aspects of respiratory
care, and currently coordinates the
pulmonary rehabilitation program
at Holland (Mich.) Hospital. Jane
has written and spoken extensively
on the value of education, support
and empowerment for pulmonary
patients, presenting teleconferences
and in-person presentations locally
and nationally for, among others, the
University of Texas Medical Center, San
Antonio; Baxter Healthcare; the Alpha-1
Foundation; and the COPD Composite
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Program at Columbia-Presbyterian
Medical Center, New York City. She has
received national recognition for her
contributions to improving the lives of
people and families with chronic lung
disease, and was recently featured in
the keynote presentation at the annual
meeting of the American Association
for Respiratory Care. Jane is the author
of Breathe Better, Live in Wellness, and
the co-author of My Book’s Published
-- Now What???, based on her work as
an author advocate and conference codirector for Infinity Publishing. She is
married to Marvin Martin ‘79, and is the
mother of two adult children and the
mother-in-law of an Army medic serving
in Afghanistan.

80s
Jennifer Elliott ’80 Pugh and her
husband live in Zeeland, Mich. She
is church administrator at Fair Haven
Ministries in Hudsonville, where her
husband is a pastor.
Mark Plosila ’81 of Orlando, Fla.,
recently received the President’s
National Medal for Patriotism awarded
by the American Police Hall of Fame
in recognition of his dedication to the
Constitution of the United States and
for his support of those who serve as
law enforcement officers. He is an
investigator for the Florida Department
of Health.
Karen Hufford ’82 LeBuhn of
Arlington Heights, Ill., recently returned
to college to pursue a degree in high
school, college and career counseling.
She and her husband have four children:
Mac (age 20), Patrick (age 17), Emily
(age 15) and Peter (age 13). Karen
recently received the National PTA’s Life
Achievement Award for serving more
than 15 years in the PTA. She and her
husband organized and led a homebuilding mission trip to Juarez, Mexico,
with 15 teens during the 2007 Christmas
break.
Richard Reece ’82 of Vientiane,
Laos, is the founder and executive
director of Village Focus International,
a humanitarian relief and development
organization with country programs in
Laos and Cambodia and with support
to local organizations in India. He is
also chair of the board for Vientiane
International school, an IB World School
and the only international school in
Laos. Previously he was an English
teacher with the Reformed Church in
America in Japan and subsequently
a Peace Corps volunteer in the
Philippines.
Michael Schmuker ’83 and his
family recently moved from Grand
Rapids, Mich., to Kingwood, Texas.
Michael is associate director and
actuary for AIG American General Life
Companies in Houston, working in
the valuation and financial reporting
divisions.
Jeff Beswick ’84 of Grand Haven,
Mich., is serving as chairman of the

2008-09 Greater Ottawa County United
Way Campaign. He is a partner in the
Grand Haven law office of Varnum
Riddering Schmidt & Howlett.
Peter Dykema ’84 of Russellville,
Ark., received the 2008 “Excellence
in Teaching” award at Arkansas Tech
University, where he is an associate
professor of history. He reports that he
has decided not to defend his crown as
hot-dog-eating champion at this year’s
Great Arkansas Pig Out.
Tom Van Heest ’85 of Grand Haven,
Mich., recently published a football
novel, A Cord of Three Strands, through
CreateSpace. It is available at Amazon.
com.
Robert Gold ’86 of Austin, Texas,
and a friend have developed an
identification system for water bottles
to prevent the spread of diseases by
people accidentally sharing water
bottles. The Container Identification
Scratch System (CISS), patented in July
2007, is featured on the home page of
the Meningitis Foundation of America’s
Web site. Bob is in talks with water
companies and hopes to see the product
in supermarkets soon.
Alan Supp ’86 of Rockford, Mich.,
was promoted to senior vice president
at UBS Financial Services. He will
continue to serve wealth management

Tiffany Brown ’88 Balk of
West Olive, Mich., has been
featured in the area media in
recent months for the business
she has established based on
a West Michigan staple. She
is the owner of Blueberry
Haven in Grand Haven,
Mich., which sells a variety
of blueberry-based gourmet
gift products including jam,
snack mix, granola, muffin
and pancake mixes, and
dried and chocolate-covered
blueberries. She developed the
idea when she and her family
were brainstorming Michiganoriented gift ideas; reflecting
on the popularity of cherries
in northern Michigan, where
they had been vacationing, she
determined to create her own
business using a popular and
prevalent southwest Michigan
crop. She notes that some 44
percent of the blueberries on
the U.S. market are produced
in the area.

clients from Grand Rapids, Mich., while
providing relief veterinary services to
area veterinarians.
William Walker ’86 of Holland,
Mich., is president of Walway
Enterprises Inc., a supplier of structures
to automotive companies around
the world. The company was named
supplier of the year by Benteler Group of
Germany.
Dirk Weeldreyer ’86 is the new
superintendent for the Fennville (Mich.)
School District.
Deborah Heydenburg ’87 Fuller of
Clifton Park, N.Y., joined the faculty as
an associate professor in the Center for
Immunology and Microbial Disease at
Albany Medical College in Albany, N.Y.,
in June 2007, following three years as
an assistant professor in the department
of molecular genetics and biochemistry
at the University of Pittsburgh. In April
she was awarded a $5.4 million grant
from the National Institutes of Health to
fund her research in the development of
a “universal” vaccine for flu. The goal
is to design a novel vaccine that will
protect against any strain of influenza,
including avian/pandemic strains. The
research was recently featured in the
Times Union, WAMC public radio, CBS
channel 6, and Albany Medical Center
news. Other research programs include
the study of immune mechanisms of
viral control and the development of
candidate vaccines for protection and
treatment of HIV. She and her husband
have two sons, Alexander (age 11) and
Brendan (age five).
Amy Sandgren ’87 Plaster of
Alexandria, Va., a 20-year Washington
veteran with extensive congressional
and government relations experience,
has been named executive director
of federal affairs for CMS Energy and
its principal subsidiary, Consumers
Energy. She will be in charge of CMS
Energy’s Washington office and lead
the company’s federal governmental
and public affairs efforts. Since 2004
she had served as chief of staff to U.S.
Representative Pete Hoekstra ’75,
R-Mich.
William R. Stumpf ’88 retired
in 2005 from a 39-year career in
manufacturing. Last year he and his
wife moved back to Michigan and are
now owners and innkeepers of the
Ludington House Bed and Breakfast.
They have two children and three
grandchildren.
Robin Kasten ’88 Wilson of East
Berlin, Pa., is campaign manager for her
district’s Republican nominee (who won
the recent primary) for the Pennsylvania
State House. She’s also holds a position
on the Adams County Republican
Committee and is a political liaison for
her church.
Sandra Hansen ’89 of Holland,
Mich., went to India early in June to first
participate in an art camp in Mussoorie,
then teach painting to children and
their teachers at a school in Varanasi,
and lastly teach at two village schools
near Allahabad. Current Hope student

Karie Luidens ’09 accompanied her
on most of the trip. Upon returning
to Holland in mid-July, Sandra and
her husband, Hope geology and
environmental science professor Ed
Hansen, went to Sweden to spend
the first five months of his year-long
sabbatical leave at Lund University. In
January they will travel to Pottsdam,
Germany, where Ed will start the second
phase of his sabbatical and Sandra will
leave for Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia
and possibly India to teach art. In May
they will meet in Peru to celebrate their
35th wedding anniversary, and Sandra
will return to India until July 2009 when
she comes back to Holland.

90s
Tim Ritsema ’90 of Zeeland, Mich.,
is the new athletic director for Zeeland
East High School. He was most recently
athletic director at Jenison (Mich.)
Junior High School.
Karen Kooyman ’91 Abraham of
Grand Haven, Mich., has been named
principal of North Holland Elementary
School and Sheldon Woods Elementary
School in the West Ottawa district. She
was previously a teacher at Sheldon
Woods.
Teri Forte ’91 Filips of Grand Island,
N.Y., wrote and directed a children’s
play, Goldilocks, the True Tails, which
opened Friday, June 20, and ran for
six weeks. It was produced by Niagara
University Theatre in Lewiston, N.Y.
Terri is an associate professor of theatre
and resident choreographer at the
university.
William Charles Crowley ’92 of Bay
Harbor Island, Fla., and his company
Next Step Dance presented the 5th
Annual Next Step Dance Series at the
Broward Center for the Performing
Arts in Fort Lauderdale in June. The
program showcased the premiere of
“Summertime” (2008), and also featured
“HumanKindNess” (2007) by fellow
Hope alumnus Matthew Farmer ’04.
Eric Kivisto ’92 of Raleigh, N.C.,
has joined the North Carolina Health
Care Facilities Association as director of
policy development. His responsibilities
include working with state and federal
policy makers to develop a more
sensible long-term care system for
North Carolina. He will also assist
with coordinating the various projects
associated with the Journey to National
Best initiative.
Sabina DeWitt ’92 Otteman of
Zeeland, Mich., is the new development
coordinator for the Zeeland Public
Schools Education Foundation.
Angela Jontry ’93 Hilt of Dwight,
Ill., and her husband created Hilt
Millwright Company Inc. in 2005. The
millwright contractor serves several
Fortune 500 companies in Illinois and
Indiana.
Cody Inglis ’93 of Traverse City,
Mich., was named athletic director of

Michael Theune ’92 of
Bloomington, Ill., assistant
professor of English, was named
Professor of the Year by the
students at Illinois Wesleyan
University. He was also named
National English Honorary
Society Advisor of the Year.
Traverse City Central High School on
Friday, Feb. 1. He had served Suttons
Bay (Mich.) Schools since 1995, where
most recently he was the middle school
principal, athletic director, varsity track
coach, varsity cross country coach and
varsity hockey coach. Cody and his
wife have two sons, Reid (age four) and
Nolan (age one).
Scott Runyon ’93 of Howell, Mich.,
is part of a team of people bringing to
life a new business called NetShui LLC, a
new concept that integrates life balance
with business networking. It is done by
establishing groups of diverse business
people who meet weekly for inspiring
conversation, engaging activities,
relationship building and referral
passing. NetShui has a Web site.
Erinn Raymond ’94 Bentley of
Kalamazoo, Mich., is a Ph.D. student
and college instructor in the English
department of Western Michigan
University. She and her husband have
two children, Noah and Drew.
Russ Johnson ’94 of Holland, Mich., is
participating in the Christian Reformed
Church “Sea to Shining Sea” bicycle ride
this summer to help end poverty. The
3,881-mile, coast-to-coast ride began
Saturday, June 30, and runs through
Saturday, Aug. 30. He was to join the
ride in Denver, Colo., and bike more
than 1,400 miles to Grand Rapids, Mich.
Judy Kleis ’94 of Kalamazoo, Mich.,
began serving as business administrator
at Amani Baby Cottage in Jinja, Uganda,
East Africa, for one year in May. It is a
volunteer position and she has partnered
with Go Ye Fellowship, a missions
agency in Pasadena, Calif., for support.
Timothy McCarty ’94 of
Middletown, N.Y., recently completed
his 10th year of teaching seventh-grade
social studies at Monroe-Woodbury
Middle School in Central Valley, N.Y.
He teaches American history and is also
the school’s head football coach and

assistant track and field coach.
Kathleen Dominiak ’95 recently
moved to Schererville, Ind., where
she teaches Pilates for Community
Hospital’s Fitness Pointe and continues
to work as an adjunct professor of dance
for Valparaiso University. This coming
year she will be celebrating the 10th
Anniversary of her dance company,
Generations Dance Theatre.
Dean Rosendall ’95 of Ada, Mich.,
was named a 2008 Regional Thought
Leader by Business Review of West
Michigan, a regional business magazine.
He is vice president of and partner in
First Companies and also a partner in
Prime Construction, a subsidiary.
Rebecca Spencer-Chambers ’97 of
Amherst, Mass., is an assistant professor
in the psychology department of the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst.
Ellen Tomer ’97 of Rochester, N.Y.,
has been working for the past five years
as a medical social worker for Home
Care of Rochester. She was recently
promoted to social work and home care
coordination program manager. Ellen
reports that in addition to this full-time
job that pays the bills, she has been
dancing and performing with Present
Tense Dance. She also choreographed a
solo on herself which she performed last
fall with the Rochester Contemporary
Dance Collective.
Sarah Smith ’97 Varricchio of
Kalamazoo, Mich., teaches Spanish part
time at Kellogg Community College
and enjoys staying home with her two
daughters (please see “New Additions”).
Amy-Lynn Halverson ’98 of
Holland, Mich., received the Holland
Young Professionals’ (HYP) inaugural
“Volunteer of the Year Award,”
recognizing her involvement in and
volunteer work with the organization
since its early days. She co-chaired the
events committee for the past two years,
helped start a weekly summer sports
series, and was the driving force behind
HYP’s service program, “The Power of
One.” She also volunteers for Tulip
Time, the Gazelle marathon training
group, and the Hope Summer Repertory
Theatre Guild. She is a full-time
substitute teacher at Fennville (Mich.)

Pete Goers ’95 of Grand
Haven, Mich., was featured
in The Grand Rapids Press
on Sunday, June 29, 2008,
as one of the top talents in
the Midwest Professional
Volleyball Association. The
article noted that he has been
playing professional volleyball
for about 11 years, including
from 1997 to 1999 on the
Association of Volleyball
Professionals tour while living
in Dana Point, Calif. He is a
third-grade teacher at Quincy
Elementary School in Zeeland,
Mich.

D.J. Reyburn ’99 of
Nashville, Tenn., and Dave
Uyl ’99 of Shorewood, Ill.,
are professional baseball
umpires pursuing the goal of
landing regular major-league
appointments. They are both
working at the Triple-A level,
although D.J. (pictured) was
called up in June to work six
major-league games—three
when the New York Yankees
were at Oakland, and three
when the Washington
Nationals were at Seattle. D.J.
and Dave have been friends
since their days at Hope,
where they played baseball
and football together, and
had roomed together during
umpire school. (Photo of D.J.
in Seattle by Ben VanHouten,
VanHouten Photography Inc.)
Middle School and summer playground
program coordinator for the Holland
recreation department.
Paul Kurdziel ’98 of Muskegon,
Mich., is assistant principal at Muskegon
High School.
Adam Osmun ’98 and his wife live
in Gobles, Mich. They have three
children and recently added two nieces
to their family when the girls needed a
new home.
Becky Schmidt ’98 of Holland,
Mich., had her article “Cultivating
Competition: Five Scrimmages to
Kindle Your Athletes’ Competitive
Fire” published in the June-July issue
of Coaching Volleyball. She is assistant
professor of kinesiology at Hope,
teaching sports psychology and health
dynamics, and the article comes from
two of her interests – volleyball and
sports psychology.
Amanda Black ’99 of Grandville,
Mich., was recently promoted to senior
staff writer at Group Tour Media, a
position created specifically for her. She
continues to work with interns in the
same company where she was an intern
during her senior year.
Shana Katje-Buckner ’99 recently
earned a master’s degree and will begin
serving as a staff auditor in the Grand
Rapids, Mich., office of Deloitte &
Touche LLP in September.

August 2008

25

Kat Nichols ’99 of Saint Paul, Minn.,
recently graduated from seminary
(please see “Advanced Degrees”)
and began serving at North Como
Presbyterian Church in Roseville, Minn.,
on June 1, as coordinator of children,
youth, young adult, and family
ministries.
Karen Olson ’99 of Lansing, Mich., is
a community health consultant for the
Michigan Department of Community
Health.
Keri Law ’99 Pawielski of St. Joseph,
Mich., won the 23rd annual Lake
Macatawa Triathlon in Holland, Mich.,
on Saturday, June 7, with a time of
1:58:36.
Josh Schicker ’99 and Becky
Stewart ’04 Schicker live in Portland,
Ore., where Becky is an emergency
room nurse. Josh recently released a
seven-song EP, howsweethowcruel, which
benefits Blood:Water Mission. Josh
will be touring in support of the EP
throughout 2008.
Greg Vaughan ’99 has returned to
Traverse City, Mich., to teach and coach
the varsity football team at his alma
mater, St. Francis. Previously he was
assistant coach at Randolph-Macon
College. He and his wife have one son,
Brady (age 17 months).

00s
David Fleming ’00 of Holland,
Mich., was named a 2008 Regional
Thought Leader by Business Review
of West Michigan, a regional business
magazine. He leads marketing, public
relations, sales and customer service for
T2 Communications.
Patricia Rhiew ’00 of Itasca, Ill.,
has been singing this summer with
the Santa Fe Opera as an apprentice
singer. She covered the role of Polissena
in Handel’s Radamisto and sang in the
chorus of Falstaff.
Paul Vanderlaan ’00 of Chestnut
Hill, Mass., earned an M.D. (please see
“Advanced Degrees”) and began his
residency in pathology at the Brigham
and Woman’s Hospital in Boston in July.
Jonathon Plummer ’01 of Traverse
City, Mich., manages his family’s
business, Moomers Homemade Ice
Cream, which was selected as the best
ice cream store in the country, according
to a Good Morning America online poll. A
camera crew visited the ice cream shop
on Saturday, May 31, for a live satellite
broadcast.
Markeen Kostus ’01 Sutter became
a National Board Certified teacher in
“Early and Middle Childhood Literacy:
Reading-Language Arts” last November.
She teaches first grade in Alexandria,
Va., for Fairfax County Public Schools.
Sarah Herman ’02 of Reynoldsburg,
Ohio, is organist and bell choir director
for Stonybrook United Methodist
Church. She has been awarded an
assistantship at Trinity Lutheran
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Renee Lick ’00 of Chicago,
Ill., has been promoted to
student ministries director for
Nurses Christian Fellowship
(NCF). Her responsibilities
include recruiting and
developing staff and faculty
advisors to work with
students. Dr. Susan Dunn,
Hope associate professor of
nursing and chairperson of
the department, notes that
Renee “has a passion for
challenging and encouraging
students in their walk with
God and for assisting them
as they transition from being
a student to working in the
profession of nursing.” The
vision of InterVarsity/NCF
is to develop students to
become world changers and
leaders within the profession
of nursing. For the past five
years, Renee has been working
with nursing students as a
campus staff member with
NCF the Great Lakes West
region.
Seminary, where she will pursue a
Master of Church Music degree this fall.
Tracy Leman ’02 of Elmhurst, Ill.,
recently earned a Master’s Degree
(please see “Advanced Degrees”) and is a
therapist with the Adoption Preservation
program at Metropolitan Family Services
in Chicago, Ill.
Anne Busse ’02 Manees of Carmel,
Ind., recently earned a doctorate (please
see “Advanced Degrees”) and will begin
a postdoctoral fellowship at the Riley
Child Development Center, Indiana
University School of Medicine this fall.
Brian Sutter ’02 of Alexandria, Va.,
has been promoted to legislative director
for the office of U.S. Representative Dave
Camp, R-Mich. Brian worked in the
office as an intern during his junior year
at Hope and returned after graduation to
work as a staff assistant.
Sara Troyer ’02 earned an M.D.
degree (please see “Advanced Degrees”)
and began a pediatric residency in
Louisville, Ky., at Kosair Children’s
Hospital in July.
Geoff Bremer ’03 of Hudsonville,
Mich., is the controller at Calvin
College.
Kyle Hackney ’03 was awarded the
2008 Graduate Student Researchers
Program Fellowship by the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) to fund his doctoral dissertation
through Syracuse University. He will be
investigating nutritional and exercise
countermeasures to attenuate skeletal
muscle atrophy during prolonged
unloading at Johnson Space Center,
Houston, Texas.
Sarah Thoreson ’03 of Tucson,
Ariz., is a pediatric physical therapist at
Tucson Medical Center.

Matthew Zwier ’03 and his wife
(please see “Marriages”) live in
Pittsburgh, Pa., where he works as a
scientific computer programmer.
Abigail Kulick ’04 deRoo of Zeeland,
Mich., continues as marketing director
of the city of Zeeland. She devised a
marketing campaign for the city called
“Zeeland: Feel the Zeel!” and is working
with the downtown district to set up
a DDA, a commerical rehabilitation
district, apply for grants, increase
special events downtown, recruit new
businesses to Zeeland and apply for the
Michigan Main Street Program.
Seth P. DeVries ’04 earned an M.D.
degree (please see “Advanced Degrees”)
and began residencies in pediatrics
and pediatric neurology at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio,
in July.
Kenita Harris ’04 was named to The
Sons & Daughters of Korah Society
when Western Theological Seminary
honored students for outstanding
achievement on Thursday, May 1,
during its annual awards convocation.
The honor recognizes students who lead
chapel in worship and song more than
20 times during the school year.
Abby Rogers ’04 of Drexel Hill,
Pa., is the production secretary for
the independent feature film Tenure,
shooting in the Philadelphia, Pa., area.
Tyler Danek ’05 of Chesaning,
Mich., is varsity football offensive
coordinator for Perry (Mich.) High
School.
Zachary Garrett ’05 recently
graduated from law school (please see
“Advanced Degrees”), passed the Illinois
Bar Examination last February and is
now working in the Chicago law firm of
Goldberg Kohn.
Nicole Lantz ’05 was awarded a
scholarship for further schooling when
Western Theological Seminary honored
students for outstanding achievement
on Thursday, May 1, during its annual
awards convocation.
Rebecca Hillyard ’05 Patton of
Rochester, N.Y., reports that Fiona
Kathleen, daughter of Rebecca and
Patrick Patton ’06, is strong and feisty
and has come a long way since she was
born prematurely almost 20 months
ago.
Pamela Van Dort ’05 recently
earned a Juris Doctor degree (please see
“Advanced Degrees”) and is working
as an associate at the law firm of
Adduci, Mastriani & Schaumberg LLP
in Washington, D.C. She practices in
the areas of intellectual property and
international trade litigation.
Kate Roth ’05 VanDerKolk of
Hudsonville, Mich., is the student
services coordinator at Grand Valley
State University’s Meijer Campus in
Holland, Mich.
Matthew Waterstone ’05 and
Sarah Diekevers ’07 Waterstone
live in South Holland, Ill. Matthew is a
2008 graduate of Western Theological
Seminary and the senior pastor at First
Reformed Church of South Holland, Ill.

Ashley Weston ’05 of Holland,
Mich., is a human resources specialist
at Zeeland Community Hospital in
Zeeland, Mich.
Anne Schuster ’06 is assistant
director of student life at University of
the Sciences in Philadelphia, Pa. Her
primary role is to advise the campus
Greek system.
Michael Banducci ’07 of Traverse
City, Mich., won the top prize in the
tournament for the run-up to the
World Series of Poker main event.
The tournament was scheduled to be
broadcast on Tuesday, Aug. 12, on ESPN.
Michael has played professionally since
2006, both on the pro circuit and online.
Mallory Lynch ’07 of Schaumburg,
Ill., is community parent involvement
coordinator for her area’s Early
Childhood Developmental Enrichment
Center (ECDEC) block grant, which
is funded under the Preschool for
All initiative. The ECDEC program
primarily focuses on servicing “atrisk” preschool students in the Illinois
townships of Palatine, Schaumburg,
and Wheeling.
Deena Van Assen ’07 is the new
varsity volleyball coach at Byron Center
(Mich.) High School.
Sarah Diekevers ’07 Waterstone
is teaching second grade at Calvary
Academy in South Holland, Ill., where
she lives with her husband, Matthew
Waterstone ’05.

Lindsay Lange ’08 of
Manistee, Mich., has been
awarded a prestigious
postgraduate scholarship
by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA).
The NCAA Postgraduate
Scholarship program rewards
the association’s most
accomplished student-athletes
based on athletics and academic
achievements, as well as campus
involvement, community
service, volunteer activities
and demonstrated leadership.
Lindsay lettered four years in
track & field and three years in
basketball. She plans to attend
graduate school to pursue a
career in physical therapy.

Several graduating seniors or
recent graduates will spend
next year abroad teaching
English through fellowships,
including three through
the Fulbright U.S. Student
Program sponsored by the
U.S. Department of State.
Alexander Behm ’08 has
received a Fulbright award to
teach in Germany. Brianne
Carpenter ’08 has received
a fellowship from the French
government to teach in the
region of Nantes on the west
coast. Lauren Eriks ’08 has
received a fellowship from the
French government to teach in
the region of Nantes. Karen
Russell ’08 has received a
Fulbright award to teach in
South Korea. Jill Pardini
’06, who has been serving with
the Peace Corps in Kyrgyzstan,
has received a Fulbright award
to teach in Malaysia. The
fellowships are not the only
way that members of the most
recent graduating class will
be teaching English abroad.
Colin Lawrence ’08 has
been hired through the Japan
English Teachers exchange
of the Japanese ministry
of education to teach in
Satsuma, Kyushu, Japan. Julie
Robinson ’08 has been hired
by the Spanish ministry of
education to teach English and
American culture. In addition,
Jonathan Sprik ’08 was
chosen to receive a Fulbright
award to teach in Spain but
has instead opted to pursue a
Master of Fine Arts degree in
theatre at the University of
Houston, in connection with
the Alley Theatre, through a
graduate assistantship.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

Christopher Bowen ’08 is a secondgrade teacher at Georgetown Elementary
School in Hudsonville (Mich.) Public
Schools.
Julie Cardella ’08 is a fifth-grade
language arts teacher at Pleasantdale
Middle School in Burr Ridge, Ill.
She will be teaching two periods of
composition, two periods of literature,
and one period of history. Melissa Sedjo
’07 will be a colleague. In June, Julie
moved to Lincoln Park, Ill., where she
lives with three other ’08 alumnae.
Ruth Cronberg ’08 of Holland, Mich.,
is working at Holland Hospital as part of
the nursing team on 5 West. She reports
that she is thankful for her time at
Hope and has been able to use what she
learned in her classes to enrich her life
and relationships already.
Rachel Ellens ’08 of Holland, Mich.,

is an emergency department nurse at
Holland Hospital.
Tera Hasbargen ’08 is attending
medical school at the University of
Wisconsin Madison.
Addison Haynes ’08 will be attending
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic
Medicine this fall.
Sarah Herington ’08 is a cardiac
registered nurse at Swedish Medical
Center in Englewood, Colo., near
Denver.
Brad Holda ’08 is a fourth-grade
teacher at Partnership Elementary
School in Raleigh, N.C.
Ashley Joseph ’08 is attending law
school in Chicago.
Elizabeth Knappe ’08 is a special
education teacher for Flushing (Mich.)
Community Schools.
Elizabeth Richert ’08 will be
spending one year in Burkina Faso, West
Africa, working in the Sheltering Wings
Orphanage in Yako through “Serving in
Mission” (SIM).
Danielle Simmons ’08 is working for
Honda R&D Americas Inc. as a design
engineer.
Jeremiah Vipond ’08 has been
a production assistant in the art
department this summer for the
children’s television show Come On
Over!, filmed at the Martha Miller
Center on campus. Next month
he will begin a job with City Year
Chicago, a program within the
AmeriCorps organization.

Jason Cash ’07 and Hillary
Miedema ’07, June 21, 2008, Holland,
Mich.
Branden Bacon ’08 and Jessica
Theisen ’09, May 18, 2008.
Amy Lamoreaux ’08 and Kyle
Jeltema, May 10, 2008.
Sarah Barth ’08 and Nathaniel
Keel, May 10, 2008.
Kristen Passmore ’08 and Ryan
Kragt, June 16, 2007, Holland, Mich.

Rachel Dahl ’95 had an
unexpected guest show
up for her wedding at the
Grand Canyon in Arizona
on Saturday, May 24. As she
and Brian Gootee exchanged
vows on the canyon’s rim, one
of the local big horn sheep
helpfully decided to serve as an
additional witness.
J. Ripley, July 26, 2008, Holland, Mich.
Daniel P. Meeuwsen ’04 and Anne
E. Messing, May 31, 2008, Ann Arbor,
Mich.
Ashley Weston ’05 and Ryan
Kiekintveld, April 5, 2008, Charlevoix,
Mich.
Jana Wagenmaker ’06 and Chad
Sneller, Nov. 3, 2007, Muskegon, Mich.

New Arrivals
Debbie Gezon ’85 and Scott Jacobs,
Nate Gezon Jacobs and Garrett Gezon
Jacobs, May 3, 2008.
A.C. VanDerKolk ’88 and Melanie
Scholten ’90, Mieke Evelyn, June 25,
2008.
Sheryl Chamberlin ’93 Oberhofer
and Kevin Oberhofer, Daniel Martin,
born June 26, 2006, adopted April 28,
2008.
Mimi Black ’93 Rassi and Andrew
Rassi ’94, Brandt Colvin, April 15, 2008.
Vicki Goeman ’94 Hillary and Don
Hillary, Samuel James, Sept. 20, 2007.
Timothy McCarty ’94 and Jaime
McCarty, Caleb Timothy, May 21, 2008.

Marriages
Roberta Baxter ’81 and
Marcoantonio Arellano, May 31, 2007,
South Bend, Ind.
Rachel Dahl ’95 and Brian Gootee,
May 24, 2008, Grand Canyon, Ariz.
Aaron Angeli ’96 and Kelly Synan,
March 8, 2008, Augusta, Ga.
Greg Folkert ’97 and Chandra
Wiewel, St. Louis, Mo., June 17, 2006.
Kat Nichols ’99 and Austin
Campbell, June 21, 2008, Minneapolis,
Minn.
David Fleming ’00 and Betsy
Getman ’04, May 10, 2008, South
Haven, Mich.
Jessica L. Case ’02 and Adam H.
Eisenberg, May 18th, 2008.
Whitney Hadanek ’02 and Brian
Sauer, Sept. 8, 2007, St. Joseph, Mich.
Stacey Mellema ’02 and Mark
McCord, May 3, 2008, Atlanta, Ga.
Katrina (Kate) Te Winkle ’02 and
Chad Meyer, June 7, 2008.
Janis Tippie ’02 and Douglas Rood,
June 21, 2008, Saline, Mich.
Sara Troyer ’02 and Jeffery
Mazurek, June 21, 2008, Fowlerville,
Mich.
Rand Arwady ’03 and Erin
MacKenzie, May 31, 2008, Philadelphia,
Pa.
Matthew Zwier ’03 and Karen Rae
Hauck, Dec. 29, 2007, Champaign, Ill.
Kristin M. Dowedite ’04 and David
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Several alumni received Master
of Divinity degrees from Western
Theological Seminary on
Monday, May 12: Jill Floyd
’98 Carattini, Dara Nykamp
’98, Kathryn Davelaar ’00,
Nathan Pyle ’02, Tanner
Smith ’02, Shawn Gerbers
’03, Rebekah Hinkle ’04
Pratt (also awarded M.S.W.),
David R. Boes ’05, Matthew
Waterstone ’05 and Timothy
Wilson ’05. At the seminary’s
annual awards convocation on
Thursday, May 1, Jill Floyd ’98
Carattini received an award
for work in theology and was
honored for submitting the best
paper on a missiological theme;
Kathryn Davelaar ’00 was
awarded the Henry J. Pietenpol
Senior Excellence Award, a
Publisher’s Award from Baker
Book House and Interpretation
Journal; and Shaun Gerbers
Kristen Cline ’95 St. John and
Mark St. John, Jordyn Elise, March 9,
2008.
Meredith Kooyer ’96 Van Wieren
and Brent Van Wieren, Broden, June 21,
2008.
Sara Beaver ’96 Vogel and Eric
Vogel ’05, Charles Christopher, June 25,
2008.
Dana Jensen ’97 Roffers and Mark
Roffers, Mirabel Annalise, Feb. 22, 2008.
James (J.D.) Schreuder ’97 and
Lauri Bolo-Schreuder ’99, Laine Marie,
May 2, 2008.
Rebecca Spencer-Chambers ’97 and
James Chambers, Finnley Grace, March
1, 2008.
Sarah Smith ’97 Varricchio and
Michael Varricchio, Lucia Jean, March
23, 2008.
Kelly Bush ’98 Joldersma and
Kevin Joldersma ’98, Ella Caroline,
March 22, 2008.
Mike Meeuwsen ’98 and Susan
VanderWeide ’98 Meeuwsen, Breckton
Rece, April 21, 2008.
Becky Ponka ’98 and Burke Lokey,
Ryan Burke Lokey, April 18, 2008.
MaryEllen Walter ’98 Rosel and
Fred Rosel, Sophia Helen, Dec. 19, 2007.
Ellen Byland ’98 Zupancic and
Joseph Zupancic ’98, Ryan Joseph,
March 11, 2008.
Jill Bostelaar ’99 Beltman and Joel
Beltman, Levi James, April 23, 2008.
Scott Engelsman ’99 and Lindsey
Odell ’01 Engelsman, Alexander Robert,
April 2, 2008.
Dean Esteves ’99 and Kelli Draeger
’99 Esteves, Alexander Brady, Oct. 28,
2008.
Brian Grzan ’99 and Jennifer
Jones-Grzan ’01, Alex Matthew, Nov.
26, 2007.
Kelly Howard ’99 Hammersmith
and Robert Hammersmith, Katherine
Fae, March 25, 2008.
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’03 was named to the Sons &
Daughters of Korah Society
for leading chapel in worship
and song more than 20 times
during the school year.
In addition, Hope dance
faculty member Rosanne
Barton-DeVries, who
is pursuing an M.Div. at
the seminary, received the
“Seminary Award in Christian
Ethics,” given for the highest
achievement in Christian
ethics; the “Seminary Award
in Christian Education,” given
to the M.Div. candidate who
has done outstanding work in
the field of Christian education
courses and formation-forministry assignments; and the
“North American Professors
of Christian Education
Certificate,” given for
outstanding scholarship in the
field of Christian education.
Jeremy Luhmann ’99 and
Patricia DeYoung ’00 Luhmann, Trevor
Alexander, May 13, 2008.
Misten Weeldreyer ’99 Reister
and Nicholas Reister ’02, Klaus Anders
Weeldreyer Reister, April 15, 2008.
Toni May ’99 Smith and Luke
Smith ’00, Alexandra Eileen, July 26,
2007.
Laura Neumann ’99 Trout and
David Trout, Audrey Rose, Aug. 18,
2007.
Chad Kleinheksel ’00 and Nikki
Kleinheksel, Evelyn Kay, April 19, 2008.
Charles Mixer ’00 and Kristina
Bell ’02 Mixer, Abigail Katherine, April
22, 2008.
Megan Waller ’01 Bahbah and
Neil Bahbah, Jake Neil, June 2, 2008.
Amanda Anderson ’01 Donegan
and Rick Donegan, Matthew Brandon,
March 13, 2008.
Brian Kieft ’01 and Kimberly Van
Der Wende ’01 Kieft, Elisha Daniel, May
21, 2008.
Cara Beth Brackenridge ’01
Southland and Scott Southland, Payton
Beth, April 23, 2008.
Markeen Kostus ’01 Sutter and
Brian Sutter ’02, Leighton Elizabeth,
May 9, 2008.
Kris Tarkiewicz ’01 and Joanna
Tarkiewicz, Aubrey Elizabeth, Feb. 2,
2008.
Kristin Kooyer ’01 VanDyke and
Paul VanDyke, Ellery Joy, Dec. 12, 2007.
Christine Immink ’02 Andersen
and John Andersen ’03, James Hudson,
Feb. 9, 2008.
Rob Bradford ’02 and Sharon
Konopka ’02 Bradford, Jadyn Emily
Harper Bradford, May 24, 2008.
Caryn Kemp ’02 and Stephen
Kemp, Aryn Elizabeth, March 7, 2008.
Kara Pranger ’02 Payne and Kevin
Payne, Ellie Dean, April 30, 2008.
David DeYoung ’03 and Jennifer

Nyenhuis ’03 DeYoung, William Jack,
Feb. 27, 2008.
Catherine Brownewell ’03 Hauch
and Joshua Hauch, Judah Joshua, June
13, 2008.
Leanne VanDuinen ’02 Van Beek
and Michael Van Beek ’03, Charlie
Michael, May 10, 2008.
Laura Jurgensen ’04 Dunlap and
Michael Dunlap ’04, Mitchell Dwight,
May 20, 2008.
Jill Kalajainen ’04 Smith and Chris
Smith, Emma Grace, Dec. 27, 2007.
Rebecca Cochrane ’04 Vander
Klok and Samuel Vander Klok, Avery
Sage, Jan. 18, 2007, and Molly Olivia,
Feb. 14, 2008.
Shelli Cooper-Ueno ’05 and
Takaya Ueno ’05, Ryusei Kent Ueno,
Sept. 20, 2007.
Angela Dykhuis ’06 and Ryan
Reynolds, Tanner Elijah Reynolds.

Advanced Degrees
Fred D. Mueller ’72, Doctor of
Ministry, Chicago Theological Seminary
through the ACTS D.Min. in Preaching
Program.
Joan Donaldson ’75, Master of
Fine Arts in creative writing, Spalding
University, May 31, 2008.
David Hartt ’87, Doctor of
Education, Nova Southeastern
University, April 2008.
Dawn DeGroodt ’93 Drexler,

Master of Education in reading (certified
reading specialist), University of Saint
Francis, May 3, 2008.
Shana Katje-Buckner ’99, Master of
Science in Accounting (M.S.A.) degree,
Grand Valley State University, April 26,
2008.
Kat Nichols ’99, Master of Divinity,
Luther Seminary, May 25, 2008.
Karen Olson ’99, Master of Arts in
health communication, Michigan State
University, May 2008.
Jill McKinnon ’00 Tallman, Master
of Physician Assistant Studies degree,
Grand Valley State University, April
2008.
Paul Vanderlaan ’00, M.D. with
honors, Pritzker School of Medicine at
the University of Chicago, June 2008.
Jon Kucinski ’02, Master of
Business Administration with an
emphasis in finance, The Stephen M.
Ross School of Business at the University
of Michigan, April 2008.
Tracy Leman ’02, Master of
Science in marriage and family therapy,
Fuller Theological Seminary School of
Psychology.
Anne Busse ’02 Manees, doctorate
in psychology, George Fox University.
Sara Troyer ’02, M.D., The Ohio
State University.
Sarah Sanderson ’03, master’s
degree in Spanish linguistics from The
Ohio State University, June 2008.
Seth P. DeVries ’04, M.D., Indiana
University School of Medicine, May 10,
2008.

Emily Zeig ’04, Master of
Divinity and the Robert H. Ramey
Christian Leadership Award, Columbia
Theological Seminary, May 17, 2008.
Daniel J. Carter ’05, Master
of Divinity and The Gerald R.
Johnson Memorial Award in Speech
Communication in Ministry, Princeton
Theological Seminary, May 17, 2008.
Zachary Garrett ’05, J.D., cum
laude, University of Michigan Law
School, Dec. 21, 2007.
Pamela Van Dort ’05, J.D., The
George Washington University Law
School, May 2008.
Kate Roth ’05 VanDerKolk, master’s
degree in education with emphasis area
in college student affairs leadership,
Grand Valley State University, May 2008.
Kathryn Randa ’06, Master of
Science in college student personnel,
Miami University, May 2008.
Anne Schuster ’06, Master of
Science in college student personnel,
Miami University, May 10, 2008.

Deaths
The college is often privileged
to receive additional information in
celebration of the lives of members
of the Hope community who have
passed away. Please visit the expanded
obituaries we have made available
online if you wish to read more about
those whose loss is noted in this issue.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

Justin Aalpoel ’43 of Yakima,
Wash., died on Sunday, May 25, 2008.
He was 88.
He was a veteran who served as
a captain with a Mobile Army Surgical
Hospital, performing surgery during
the Korean War. He was awarded the
Bronze Star.
In 1960 he moved to Yakima
and began a private practice as the first
thoracic surgeon in Central Washington.
He retired in 1975.

A total of 369 seniors
graduated with honors
in May. Please visit the
college’s Web site
for the list.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases

Survivors include his wife, Marion
Aalpoel; two daughters, Barbara (Phil)
Cline and Patricia Aalpoel (E. Cameron
King); two brothers, Herbert (Barbara)
Aalpoel and Fred (Margaret) Aalpoel; and
two grandsons.
Marion Holman ’49 Agre of San
Antonio, Texas, died on Monday, June
16, 2008. She was 82.
She taught biology in the Davison
(Mich.) schools before marrying O.
William Agre, Jr. and following him to
many parts of the country and the world
in his career as a pilot in the U.S. Air
Force.
Survivors, in addition to her
husband of 57 years, include a sister,
Margaret Fedraw; a brother, Richard
T. Holman; two sisters-in-law, Phyllis
Holman and Jeanne MacDonald; a
brother-in-law, John MacDonald; a
daughter, Virginia Agre ’75 Kiser; three
sons, O.William Agre III ’77, Edward
Agre and Daniel Agre; a son-in-law, V.
Wayne Kiser; three daughters-in-law,
Joan Vander Kooi ’78 Agre, Carol Agre
and Kathy Agre; 10 grandchildren,
including Chrystial Agre ’05; and several
nieces and nephews.
Vera Holle ’34 Bloemers of
Sheboygan, Wis., died on Tuesday, May
6, 2008. She was 100.
She taught high school English in
Elkhorn, Wis., and later taught at Urban
Christian Grade School in Chicago.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Harms Bloemers ’31, in 2001;
two sisters, Esther Gunyon and Bernice
Ramaker; three brothers, Wilmer Holle,
Audley Holle and Harold Holle; and two
step-brothers, Lloyd Holle and Lester
Holle.
Survivors include two daughters,
Barbara Bloemers ’62 (Doug) Gerleman
and Brenda Ploetz; five grandchildren;
two step-grandchildren; six greatgrandchildren; and other family members.
Nella Derks ’32 Bouma of
Jenison, Mich., died on Thursday, May 8,
2008. She was 99.
She taught in Zeeland, Mich.,
and Grandville, Mich., owned a book
and hobby store, and was director of
DAVARCA (Department of Audio-Visual
Aids, R.C.A.). In addition, she served as
secretary for her husband, Frank Bouma,
in his work as a real estate broker, builder
and land developer.
She was preceded in death by her
husband in 1995.
Survivors include her daughter,
Marcia Ann Bouma; her son, William ’66
(Cheryl Lynn) Bouma; two grandsons,
including Christopher ’93 (Tina) Bouma;
and four great-grandchildren.
Harold R. Bylsma ’51 of
Edwardsburg, Mich., died on Friday, May
16, 2008. He was 81.
He was a veteran who served in the
U.S. Army during World War II in the
Pacific Theatre and received the Bronze
Star.

He was a chemist for Dow
Chemical Co. in Midland, Mich., for
many years. Later he and his wife owned
and operated the Pathway Christian Book
Store for 17 years.
Survivors include his wife of 56
years, Lorraine Thedorff ’53 Bylsma;
three daughters, Linda (John) Kennett,
Ruth (Jeff) Parker and Luann (Jeff)
Thibodeau; six grandchildren; two
great-grandchildren; two sisters, Barbara
Derteen and Gayle (Leland) Mullenburg;
and two brothers, James Peter (Judy)
Bylsma and Gary (Doreen) Bylsma.
Cheryl A. Defendorf ’67 of
Encinitas, Calif., died on Saturday, May
10, 2008, following a long battle with
cancer. She was 63.
She was a licensed California
real estate broker, published author
and instructor in the field of property
management.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, C.H. and Mary Defendorf, a
sister, Carol, and a brother, Charles.
Survivors include her brother,
Robert Defendorf; a niece and a nephew;
two grandnieces; two aunts; and several
cousins.

Junella Mary Vander Linden
’42 June Hilt of Visalia, Calif., died on
Thursday, June 12, 2008. She was 87.
She taught school in Paramount,
Calif.
She was preceded in death by her
first husband, Willard D. (Bud) June ’41,
in 1973 and her sisters, Millie Vander
Linden ’45 De Bie and Mae Vander
Linden ’45 Biel.
Survivors include her husband
of almost 29 years, Arie Hilt; her
daughters, Margaret (Midge) June
’67 (Dirk) Vander Laan and Mary Lee
(Hal) Meyer; two grandsons; and her
husband’s children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
Dorothy VandenBout ’39
Lansing of Canaseraga, N.Y., died on
Monday, May 26, 2008. She was 90.
She worked for Penfield Central
School.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Richard H. Lansing.
Survivors include her sons, Richard
(Margot) Lansing and Kurt Lansing; her
daughters, Susan (Weimar) White and
Janet Lansing; three grandchildren; and
two step-grandchildren.

Lydia DeVries ’39 DeMaagd of
Grand Haven, Mich., died on Monday,
May 5, 2008. She was 93.
She taught in the Coopersville
public schools for more than 20 years.
She was preceded in death by a
sister, Margaret DeVries ’50, and four
brothers, John, Ray, Art and Herb.
Survivors include her husband of
68 years, Ted DeMaagd; their children,
David (Vickie) DeMaagd and Sasha
Watson; six grandchildren; 10 greatgrandchildren; a brother, Robert
(Maureen) DeVries; a sister-in-law,
Jessie DeVries; and many nieces and
nephews.

Nancie Carpenter ’54 Lubbers
of Holt, Mich., died on Monday, June 9,
2008. She was 76.
She taught for the Holt Public
Schools for 27 years.
Survivors include her husband of
almost 54 years, Donald Lubbers ’54;
their daughters, Deborah (Mike) and
Kim Lubbers ’83 (A.J.); their son, Steven
(Sharon); two grandchildren; and her
sisters, Joyce and Margaret.

Harold Dykema ’42 of Saint
Charles, Mich., died on Thursday, June 5,
2008. He was 88.
He was a veteran who served in
World War II. He was drafted in 1942
and joined the First U.S. Army Air Corps
(A.S.T.P.) at Texas A&M. His Blackhawk
85th infantry division entered the
European Theater and, after a home
furlough, was sent to the Philippines. He
was discharged as a staff sergeant in 1947.
He had a career with the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources as
a wildlife biologist. He worked in
Lansing, Grand Rapids, Grayling and
finally Saint Charles, where he retired in
1984 as head of the state game area for
waterfowl and deer.
He was preceded in death by a
brother, Alvin Dykema.
Survivors include his wife, Dorothy
Curtis ’42 Dykema; a daughter, Nanci
(Rik) Danburg; two sons, Brian Dykema
and Mark Dykema; five grandchildren;
two great-grandchildren; his sister,
Frances (Wesley) Vryhof; a sister-in-law,
Bernice Dykema; and a brother-in-law,
Robert Curtis.

William D. Mac Innes ’47 of
Fishkill, N.Y., died on Sunday, March 23,
2008. He was 88.
He was a veteran who served in the
U.S. Army during World War II in the
China-Burma-India Theater.
He retired from Texaco Research
Center as a project chemist in 1981 after
34 years of service.
Survivors include his wife of 59
years, Gertrude (June) Mac Innes; his
daughter, Marcy L. Mac Innes; one
grandson; and several cousins.

Word has been received of
the death of John R. Lyons ’70 of
Plantation, Fla., who died on Friday,
March 30, 2007. He was 58.

Anne Van Derveer ’47
McCormack of Nashville, Tenn., died
on Saturday, March 29, 2008. She was
82.
She worked in the health care
industry for more than 20 years and
retired from Quorum in 1996.
Her husband, Frederick C.
McCormack Jr., died on Monday, June
23, 2008.
Survivors include her son,
(Frederick) Clark McCormack III, and
her daughter, Margot Anne, and her
daughter’s partner, Heather Parsons.
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Arthur McGilvra ’37 of Pella,
Iowa, died on Thursday, June 19, 2008.
He was 94.
He was a veteran who served in the
U.S. Army Air Corps for three years. He
was a medical officer and flight surgeon
with the 306th Bomb Group in the
European Theater from 1945 to 1946.
He practiced medicine in
northwest Iowa from 1946 until he
retired in 1988.
He was preceded in death by his
siblings Edith McGilvra ’29 VanderHart,
Raymond McGilvra ’31, Annetta
McGilvra ’33 Ainslie, Harold G. McGilvra
’35 and Ralph McGilvra.
Survivors include his wife of 66
years, Marian Roggen ’40 McGilvra;
their son, Terry ’65 (Debbie) McGilvra;
two daughters, Sally (Tim) Baar and Sue
(Kevin) Drey; 11 grandchildren; 12 greatgrandchildren; and two sisters-in-law,
Elnora McGilvra and Wilma McGilvra.
David Mulder ’76 of Miami, Fla.,
died on Monday, May 19, 2008. He was
53.
He was an administrator who
served in Christian education for 32
years in North Carolina; New Jersey;
and Miami, Fla., and, most recently, Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.
He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Gina.
Survivors include his wife of 34
years, Mara Reitsma ’76 Mulder; his
parents, Paul ’50 and Joan DeBlock
’51 Mulder; his siblings, Dan, Donna
and Don; his children, Jessica, Jeremy
(Christi), Joy (Tim), Jonelle, and Janine;
and seven grandchildren.
Kenneth Northuis ’51 of Largo,
Fla., died on Sunday, June 8, 2008. He
was 79.
He served in the Michigan
National Guard from 1947 to 1950.
He served as city manager of
Gaylord and Manistee in Michigan and
later of St. Petersburg Beach, Fla. He
retired from the Pinellas County (Fla.)
Department of Public Works Division of
Technical Services in 1995.
Survivors include his wife, Donna;
a son, Edwin (Rose); daughters, Paula
Northuis (Bob White), Valerie (Steve)
Gardner and Christian (Ken) Kuck;
five grandchildren; and three brothers,
Rodger ’53 (Arlene Beekman ’52)
Northuis, Donald ’55 (Eunice Schipper
’52) Northuis and Paul (Marsha)
Northuis ’59.
Ernest (Ernie) P. Otto ’70 of
Denver, Colo., died on Friday, June 13,
2008, from a heart attack he sustained
while mountain biking in Boulder, Colo.
He was 59.
He had a 20-year career in the gas
and oil industry, followed by a second
career in the microbrewery industry. In
1987 he and his brother, Charlie Otto
’78, who survives him, co-founded the
Otto Bros. Brewing Co. in Jackson Hole,
Wyo. It is known today as The Grand
Teton Brewing Co. in Victor, Idaho.
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Hope Mourns Professor John Quinn
The campus community is
mourning the unexpected death
of faculty member Dr. John
Quinn.
Dr. Quinn, an associate
professor of classics who had
taught at Hope since 1995, died
on Thursday, June 19, 2008,
while jogging near campus. He
had apparently been running
alone when he collapsed near
14th Street and Lincoln Avenue
at approximately 1 p.m. He was
45.
Dr. Quinn taught Latin as
well as the two major languages
of Roman Egypt: Greek and
Coptic (Egyptian). His research
interests included the translation
of ancient texts. He took his
students on study tours to Greece
and in 2004 led an alumni tour
that explored Italy’s Roman past.
During his career he was
supported in his research

He led the August 2007 “Hope
College Rockhound Reunion” and had
been interviewed in the story that was
featured on page 22 of the April 2008
issue of News from Hope College.
He was preceded in death by his
father, Ernest C. Otto, last year.
Survivors in addition to his
brother include his wife, Candice Koch;
his son, Matthew Otto; his daughter,
Megan Simpson; one granddaughter; his
mother, Gertrude Otto; and his sister,
Karla Gerczak.
Donald J. (Zeke) Piersma
’53 of Zeeland, Mich., died on Friday,
June 27, 2008, doing what he loved –
playing softball. He was 78.
He was a veteran of the U.S. Army
who served in Panama from 1954 to
1955.
He began his teaching career at
Holland (Mich.) High School in 1957
and had a very successful coaching
career from 1957 to 1975. He served
as athletic director from 1975 until he
retired in 1989.
He was preceded in death by his
granddaughter, Kaitlin, in 1985 and
by his first wife, Shirley Hungerink ’53
Piersma, in 1987.
Survivors include his children,
Elizabeth (Charles) Ditto, Bradley
(Martha) Piersma and Kathleen (Blaine
’86) Newhouse; eight grandchildren;
his wife, Joyce (Zylstra) Piersma; stepchildren, Robert Zylstra, Susan Van Driel
and Jim Zylstra; six step-grandchildren;
five siblings, Norman Piersma, Joyce
Johnson, Robert Piersma, Sandra
Piersma ’63 (Floyd) Jousma, and Craig
Piersma; and many nieces and nephews.

Dr. John Quinn
by grants from the National
Endowment for the Humanities,
the U.S. Department of
Education, the FulbrightHayes Group Study Abroad in
Ethiopia and Eritrea, and the
Consortium for Inter-Institutional
Collaboration in African and
Latin American Studies. He

Word has been received of the death
of Stuart H. Post ’60 of Port Saint
Lucie, Fla., who died on Thursday, July 3,
2008, at age 70. More information will
appear in the next issue.
Bernice Carr ’69 Schalk of
Suffolk, Va., died on Sunday, June 15,
2008, at age 61.
She was a project manager at Ivy
Architectural Innovations.
Survivors include her husband,
John E. Schalk ’68; her mother, Bernice
Carr; two daughters, Bernice (John)
Spichiger and Rebecca (Jeff) Behringer;
two brothers, William Carr and Jonathan
Carr; and five grandchildren.
Dolores Ramaker ’61 Shafer of
Seattle, Wash., died on Monday, Feb. 25,
2008. She was 68.
She taught at Coopersville (Mich.)
High School and at Saint Nicholas School
for girls and Lakeside School in Seattle.
She retired in 1988.
Survivors include her daughter, Pat;
two grandchildren; her brother, Gary
(Judy); and three nephews.
Word has been received of the death
of Nicholas C. Ver Hey ’75 of Luling,
La., who died on Saturday, Oct. 20, 2007,
at age 54. More information will appear
in the next issue.

Sympathy to
The family of Ann DeKam of
Kalamazoo, Mich., who died on Monday,
June 23, 2008. She was 90.

was a member of a number of
professional associations and had
written numerous published and
presented scholarly papers.
He graduated from the
University of Notre Dame in 1984,
and completed his master’s and
doctorate at the University of
Texas at Austin in 1986 and 1994
respectively.
Survivors include his mother,
Jean Quinn of Park Ridge, Ill.;
two sisters, Margaret (John) Kasik
of Lisle, Ill., and Mary (Drew)
Capra of Melrose Park, Ill.; and
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in
death by his father, Harold Quinn.
A funeral service was held in
Chicago. A memorial service will
be held at Hope on Sunday, Sept.
7, at 2 p.m. in Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, with a reception following
in the atrium of the A. Paul Schaap
Science Center.

She worked at J.C. Penney
Company before her marriage in 1940.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, John DeKam, in 1997 and a
son-in-law, Kevin Boerman ’75, in 2007.
Survivors include her daughters,
Patricia DeKam ’73 (Robert ’73) Zilinski,
Marjorie DeKam ’75 Boerman and
Joanne (Larry) Woodward; her brother,
John (Joan) Everts; her sister, Henrietta
Everts; two grandchildren; and nieces
and nephews.
The family of Kyle D. Myers of
Pekin, Ill., who died in a car accident
on October 29, 2006. He was 19.
He graduated from Pekin
Community High School, where he
lettered for four years in basketball and
was an all-conference, all-state player.
He was attending Coastal
Carolina University and majoring in
environmental science.
Survivors include his parents,
Jeffrey ’83 (Tracey Davin ’84) Myers.
The family of Edward Savage,
who died on Friday, April 4, 2008. He
was 84.
He was an associate professor of
English at the college from 1961 to
1967.
He was a veteran who served as an
officer in the U.S. Navy during World
War II.
He taught in Tarsus, Turkey, and
at the American University in Cairo,
Egypt, where he met John Hollenbach,
who subsequently hired him to teach
at Hope. He finished his career at the
University of Minnesota, retiring in
1991.

A Closing Look

Building

on the

Past

When built in the waning days of the 19th century, Graves Hall met a desperate need for a
chapel and library—and in the blending embodied under one roof the college’s commitment
to both academic excellence and a vibrant Christian faith. As the restoration of the venerable
building proceeds in earnest, old and new blend fittingly in reaching toward the future.
Preserving the building’s distinctive exterior involves not only stone original to the structure,
but also portions of long-gone Van Raalte Hall that were lovingly retained and new pieces
quarried in Ohio. Together they will help enable a cherished and foundational part of the Hope
landscape to continue to serve meaningfully and well; new in specific purpose—the chapel and
library have each long since moved to larger homes—but no less central to the campus nor the
community as its members continue to learn, live and grow in both mind and spirit.

August
April
June 2007
2008
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Highlights
R

econnect

Class Reunions

H

Ce

l e b r at e

The classes of 2003, 1998, 1993 and 1988 celebrate
their 5, 10, 15 and 20 year reunions. Enjoy a
celebration brunch and evening parties to catch up
with classmates and friends.

Affinity Progr ams
Do you remember those special groups you were a
part of at Hope? A host of athletic, arts, student
program, and departmental gatherings are offered
for all alumni throughout the weekend.

H-Club
Members are invited to the luncheon to
commemorate the 8 MIAA Championship teams
from 1987-88 and congratulate the 2008 Hope for
Humanity Award recipient Dr. Kenneth Weller ’48.

Alumni Tailgate and Athletics
Live music and delicious BBQ await you, friends
and family at the Alumni Tailgate in Smallenburg
Park! Catch the Homecoming parade, football game
or soccer game from this family friendly event.

Homecoming Weekend
at hope college

October 3-5, 2008

The Arts
Who said Homecoming is just about football? Join
us for an art exhibit, symphonette concert, theatre
performance, and alumni chapel choir event, all
scheduled to take place throughout the weekend.

Sunday Worship Service
End the weekend with a worship service led by Dean
of the Chapel Trygve Johnson in Dimnent Memorial
Chapel at 10 a.m. Music is provided by the Alumni
Chapel Choir and Hope organist Huw Lewis.

Hope College Office of Alumni & Parent Relations
616-395-7250 :: alumni@hope.edu :: www.hope.edu/alumni
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